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We Europeans, proud of our history and our current achievements, we are very constant and 
assured in seeing the rest of the world from our conception of Europe being the center of the 
world, it is the phenomenon known as euro-centrism. 

This central position, -unfortunately maybe- has enormously weakened lately and, due to 
globalization, we can observe the appearance of emerging countries as big players, and also 
new forms of decision making processes in a quite new multipolar organization as well as 
new centers of creation and broadcasting of ideas, products and services. 

The world of the art is not an exception in this global phenomenon of moving lines. We can 
observe everywhere a new appropriation of the cultural heritage, an increasing importance of 
the cultural, diverse and varied institutions, and a multiplication of the centers of interest and 
the new avant-gardes.  

The United States of America have been present for a long time in the field of the new 
institutions, new ideas and new avant-gardes in the world of the artistic creation and 
broadcasting. 

American museums and centers of art, well endowed and well managed, active collectors and 
“connaisseurs”, their art historians, their houses of bids are a strong reality. It has been 
already more than a century since this reality exists! 

It is in order to better know the spirit and the vigorous thoughts of American citizens on art 
that I have gathered these quotations, with the idea that from their original point of views or 
visions, we shall all be able to enrich our reflection and increase our delectation.  

From Benjamin Franklin to Keith Haring, from Abraham Lincoln to Patti Smith, from Albert 
Einstein to Glenn Close, from John F. Kennedy to Susan Sontag, for example, I have 
collected 100 quotations of American citizens on the art, that offer you a journey through 
three centuries of intelligent thoughts and often indeed sparkling. 

The reader will find quotations indexed by chronological order, by authors and also grouped 
by main subjects. 

In any case, please have a good and challenging reading through the thoughts of these great 
women and men. 

  

Antoni Gelonch-Viladegut, 
Paris, April 2011. 
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“Every time an artist dies, part of the vision of mankind passes with him.” 
  Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790) 
 
 
“Never judge a work of art by its defects.” 
  Washington Allston (1779-1843) 
 
 
“In art the hand can never execute anything higher than the heart can inspire.” 

 Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882) 
 
 
“Nobody, I think, ought to read poetry, or look at pictures or statues, which cannot find 
a great deal more in them than the poet and artist have actually expressed.” 

 Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804-1864) 
 
 
“Nature is a revelation of God; Art is a revelation of man.” 
  Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882) 
 
 
“Were I called on to define, very briefly, the term art, I should call it the Reproduction 
of what the senses perceive in nature through the veil of the mist.” 

 Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849) 
 
 
“The highest art is always the most religious, and the greatest artist is always a devout 
person.” 
  Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865) 
 
 
“An artist that works in marble or colors has them all to himself and his tribe, but the 
man who moulds his thoughts in verse has to employ the materials vulgarized by 
everybody's use, and glorify them by his handling.” 
  Oliver Wendell Holmes (1809-1894) 
 
 
“Every artist dips his brush in his own soul, and paints his own nature into his pictures”. 

Henry Ward Beecher (1813-1887) 
 
 
“The Artist is he who detects and applies the law from observation of the works of 
Genius, whether of man or Nature. The Artisan is he who merely applies the rules which 
others have detected.” 
  Henry David Thoreau (1817-1862) 
 
 
“The art of art, the glory of expression and the sunshine of the light of letters, is 
simplicity”. 

Walt Whitman (1819-1892) 
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“Painting: The art of protecting flat surfaces from the weather and exposing them to the 
critic”. 

Ambrose Bierce (1842-1914) 
 
 
“In art economy is always beauty.” 
  Henry James (1843-1916) 
 
 
“The big artist keeps an eye on nature and steals her tools.” 

 Thomas Eakins (1844-1916) 
 
 
“It is just the little difference between the good and the best that makes the difference 
between the artist and the artisan. It is just the little touches after the average man 
would quit that makes the master's fame.” 
  Orison Swett Marden (1850-1924) 
 
 
“Art…does not take kindly to facts, is helpless to grapple with theories, and is killed 
outright by a sermon.” 

Agnes Repplier (1855-1950) 
 
 
“Art is not a thing; it is a way.” 

Elbert Hubbard (1856-1915) 
 
 
“Every time I paint a portrait I lose a friend.” 

John Singer Sargent (1856-1925) 
 
 
“Art is on the side of the oppressed. Think before you shudder at the simplistic dictum 
and its heretical definition of the freedom of art. For if art is freedom of the spirit, how 
can it exist within the oppressors?” 

Edith Wharton (1862-1937) 
 
 
“An artist is a dreamer consenting to dream of the actual world.” 

George Santayana (1863-1952) 
 
 
“Art is like a border of flowers along the course of civilization.” 

Lincoln Steffens (1866-1936) 
 
 
“Simplicity and repose are the qualities that measure the true value of any work of art.” 

 Frank Lloyd Wright (1867-1959) 
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“Art is the stored honey of the human soul, gathered on wings of misery and travail.” 
Theodore Dreiser (1871-1945) 

 
 
“Art is the desire of a man to express himself, to record the reactions of his personality 
to the world he lives in.” 

Amy Lowell (1874-1925) 
 
 
“The contemporary thing in art and literature is the thing which doesn't make enough 
difference to the people of that generation so that they can accept it or reject it.” 
  Gertrude Stein (1874-1946) 
 
 
“The fairest thing we can experience is the mysterious. It is the fundamental emotion 
which stands at the cradle of true art and true science. He who known it not and can no 
longer wonder, no longer feel amazement, is as good as dead, a snuffed-out can.” 
  Albert Einstein (1879-1955) 
 
 
“The genuine artist is never ''true to life'.' He sees what is real, but not as we are 
normally aware of it. We do not go storming through life like actors in a play. Art is 
never real life.” 
  Wallace Stevens (1879-1955) 
 
 
“The arts are not just instantaneous pleasure - if you don't like it, the artist is wrong. I 
belong to the generation which says if you don't like it, you don't understand and you 
ought to find out.” 
  Ethel Barrymore (1879-1959) 
 
 
“I wash my hands of those who imagine chattering to be knowledge, silence to be 
ignorance, and affection to be art.” 
  Kahlil Gibran (1883-1931) 
 
 
“Contrary to general belief, an artist is never ahead of his time but most people are far 
behind theirs.” 
  Edgard Varese (1883-1965) 
 
 
“It is art that makes life, makes interest, makes importance and I know of no substitute 
whatever for the force and beauty of its process.” 
  Max Eastman (1883-1969) 
 
 
“Art is parasitic on life, just as criticism is parasitic on art.” 

Harry S. Truman (1884-1972) 
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“If a patron buys from an artist who needs money (needs money to buy tools, time, food), 
the patron then makes himself equal to the artist; he is building art into the world; he 
creates.” 
  Ezra Pound (1885-1972) 
 
 
“Every science begins as philosophy and ends as art.” 
  Will Durant (1885-1981) 
 
 
“There are two kinds of truth; the truth that lights the way and the truth that warms the 
heart. The first of these is science, and the second is art. Without art science would be as 
useless as a pair of high forceps in the hands of a plumber. Without science art would 
become a crude mess of folklore and emotional quackery.” 

 Raymond Chandler (1888-1959) 
 
 
“The artist’s world is limitless. It can be found anywhere, far from where he lives or a 
few feet away. It is always on his doorstep.” 

Paul Strand (1890-1976) 
 
 
“Human life itself may be almost pure chaos, but the work of the artist is to take these 
handfuls of confusion and disparate things, things that seem to be irreconcilable, and 
put them together in a frame to give them some kind of shape and meaning.” 
  Katherine Anne Porter (1890-1980) 
 
 
“Art is only a means to life, to the life more abundant. It is not in itself the life more 
abundant. It merely points the way, something which is overlooked not only by the 
public, but very often by the artist himself. In becoming an end it defeats itself.” 

 Henry Miller (1891-1980) 
 
 
“The artist does not illustrate science (but) he frequently responds to the same interests 
that a scientist does.” 
  Lewis Mumford (1895-1990) 
 
 
“An artist is a creature driven by demons. He doesn't know why they choose him and 
he's usually too busy to wonder why.” 
  William Faulkner (1897-1962) 
 
 
“Art is a fruit that grows in man, like a fruit on a plant or a child in its mother's womb.” 
  Lillian Smith (1897-1966) 
“The individual, the great artist when he comes, uses everything that has been 
discovered or known about his art up to that point, being able to accept or reject in a 
time so short it seems that the knowledge was born with him, rather than that he talk.” 

 Ernest Hemingway (1899-1961) 
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“Illusions are art, for the feeling person, and it is by art that you live, if you do.” 
Elizabeth Bowen (1899-1973). 

 
 
“This is the artist, then, life's hungry man, the glutton of eternity, beauty's miser, glory's 
slave.” 

 Thomas Wolfe (1900-1938) 
 
 
“The capacity to be puzzled is the premise of all creation, be it in art or in science.” 
  Erich Fromm (1900-1980) 
 
 
“A man who works with his hands is a labourer; a man who works with his hands and 
his brain is a craftsman; but a man who works with his hands and his brain and his 
heart is an artist.” 

 Louis Nizer (1902-1994) 
 
 
“It is the function of art to renew our perception. What we are familiar with we cease to 
see. The writer shakes up the familiar scene, and, as if by magic, we see a new meaning 
in it.” 
  Anais Nin (1903-1977) 
 
 
“The role of the artist I now understood as that of revealing through the world-surfaces 
the implicit forms of the soul, and the great agent to assist the artist was the myth.” 

 Joseph Campbell (1904-1987) 
 
 
“The greatness of art is not to find what is common but what is unique.” 
  Isaac Bashevis Singer (1904-1991) 
 
“The attitude that nature is chaotic and that the artist puts order into it is a very absurd 
point of view, I think. All that we can hope for is to put some order into ourselves.” 
  Willem de Kooning (1904-1997) 
 
 
“The immature artist imitates. The mature artist steals.” 
  Lionel Trilling (1905-1975) 
 
 
“Art is too serious to be taken seriously.” 
  Ayn Rand (1905-1982) 
 
 
“It is frequently the tragedy of the great artist, as it is of the great scientist, that he 
frightens the ordinary man.” 

Loren Eiseley (1907-1977) 
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“The arrogance of the artist is a very profound thing, and it fortifies you.” 
  James A. Michener (1907-1997)  
 
 
“I think most of the people involved in any art always secretly wonder whether they are 
really there because they're good or there because they're lucky.” 
  Katharine Hepburn (1907-2003) 
 
 
“Art is the means we have of undoing the damage of haste. It's what everything else 
isn't.”  
  Theodore Roethke (1908-1963) 
 
 
“The role of art is to make a world which can be tolerated.” 
  William Saroyan (1908-1981) 
 
 
“The modern artist is working with space and time, and expressing his feelings rather 
than illustrating.” 
  Jackson Pollock (1912-1956) 
 
 
“Each painting has its own way of evolving…When the painting is finished, the subject 
reveals itself.” 

William Baziotes (1912-1963) 
 
 
“Art is the triumph over chaos.” 

John Cheever (1912-1982) 
 
 
“Art is the window to man's soul. Without it, he would never be able to see beyond his 
immediate world; nor could the world see the man within.” 

Claudia Lady Bird Johnson (1912-2007) 
 
 
“The artist is extremely lucky who is presented with the worst possible ordeal which will 
not actually kill him. At that point, he's in business.” 
  John Berryman (1914-1972) 
 
 
“Nothing exists until or unless it is observed. An artist is making something exist by 
observing it. And his hope for other people is that they will also make it exist by 
observing it. I call it 'creative observation' .Creative viewing.” 

 William S. Burroughs (1914-1997) 
 
 
“A good artist should be isolated. If he isn't isolated, something is wrong.” 
  Orson Welles (1915-1985) 
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“Art is much less important than life, but what a poor life without it.” 
 Robert Motherwell (1915-1991) 

 
 
“Any artist should be grateful for a naïve grace which puts him beyond the need to 
reason elaborately.” 
  Saul Bellow (1915-2005) 
 
 
“If art is to nourish the roots of our culture, society must set the artist free to follow his 
vision wherever it takes him.” 

 John Fitzgerald Kennedy (1917-1963) 
 
 
“I think one's art goes as far and as deep as one's love goes.” 
  Andrew Wyeth (1917-2009) 
 
 
“Any great work of art…revives and readapts time and space, and the measure of its 
success is the extent to which it makes you an inhabitant of that world –the extents to 
which it invites you in and lets you breathe its strange, special air.” 

Leonard Bernstein (1918-1990) 
 
 
“You are born an artist or you are not. And you stay an artist, dear, even if your voice is 
less of fireworks. The artist is always there.” 
  Maria Callas (1923-1977) 
 
 
“Arguably, no artist grows up: If he sheds the perceptions of childhood, he ceases being 
an artist.” 
  Ned Rorem (b.1923) 
 
 
“He will lie even when it is inconvenient: the sign of the true artist.” 
  Gore Vidal (b.1925) 
 
 
“An artist is someone who produces things that people don’t need to have but that he –
for some reason- thinks it would be a good idea to give them.” 

Andy Warhol (1928-1987) 
 
 
“The opposite of love is not hate, it is indifference. The opposite of art is not ugliness, it 
is indifference. The opposite of faith is not heresy, it is indifference. And the opposite of 
life is not death, it is indifference.” 
  Elie Wiesel (b.1928) 
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“I suggest that the great art belongs to all people, all the time--that indeed it is made for 
the people, by the people, to the people.” 
  Maya Angelou (b.1928) 
 
 
“Artists can color the sky red because they know it’s blue. Those of us who aren’t artists 
must color things the way they really are or people might think we’re stupid.” 

Jules Feiffer (b. 1929) 
 
 
“Art is the signature of civilizations.” 
  Beverly Sills (b.1929) 
 
 
“Art is like baby shoes. When you coat them with gold, they can no longer be worn.” 

 John Updike (b.1932) 
 
 
“Much of modern art is devoted to lowering the threshold of what is terrible. By getting 
us used to what, formerly, we could not bear to see or hear, because it was too shocking, 
painful, or embarrassing, art changes morals.” 
  Susan Sontag (1933-2004) 
 
 
“Art is skill; that is the first meaning of the word.” 
  Henry Geldzahler (1935-1994) 
 
 
“Life doesn't imitate art, it imitates bad television.” 
  Woody Allen (b.1935) 
 
 
“Put your instrument into the hands of your Art and never your Art into the hands of 
your instrument!”  
  Irvin Kauffman (b.1936) 
 
 
“Data is what distinguishes the dilettante from the artist.” 
  George V. Higgins (1939-1999) 
“Remember the great adversity of art or anything else is a hurried life.” 
  Robert James Waller (b. 1939) 
 
 
“Art is making something out of nothing and selling it.” 

Frank Zappa (1940-1993) 
 
 
“Art is the only way to run away without leaving home.” 

Twyla Tharp (b. 1941) 
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“I've been called many names like perfectionist, difficult and obsessive. I think it takes 
obsession, takes searching for the details for any artist to be good.” 
  Barbra Streisand (b.1942) 
 
 
“I'm kind of hooked to the game of art and literature; my heroes are artists and 
writers.”  
  Jim Morrison (1943-1971) 
 
 
“Art is moral passion married to entertainment. Moral passion without entertainment is 
propaganda, and entertainment without moral passion is television.” 
  Rita Mae Brown (b.1944) 
 
 
“All art requires courage”. 

Anne Wilkes Tucker (b. 1944) 
 
 
“In art and dream may you proceed with abandon. In life may you proceed with balance 
and stealth.” 
  Patti Smith (b.1946) 
 
 
 
“All great art comes from a sense of outrage.” 

Glenn Close (b. 1947) 
 
 
“The product of the artist has become less important than the fact of the artist. We wish 
to absorb this person. We wish to devour someone who has experienced the tragic. In 
our society this person is much more important than anything he might create.” 

 David Mamet (b.1947) 
 
 
“Art is not about thinking something up. It is the opposite -- getting something down. 
The Artist's Way” 
  Julia Cameron (b. 1948) 
 
 
“There are certain artists who have taken it upon themselves to save the world, and I 
find that gets tiresome. I think the artist's first obligation is to the art, not to the 
issues . . . I think if I have something to say the best way to do that is just to tell a damn 
good story.” 

 Billy Joel (b.1949) 
 
 
“Very few people possess true artistic ability. It is therefore both unseemly and 
unproductive to irritate the situation by making an effort. If you have a burning, restless 
urge to write or paint, simply eat something sweet and the felling will pass.” 
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Fran Lebowitz (b. 1950) 
 
 
“I can’t criticize what I don’t understand. If you want to call this art, you’ve got the 
benefit of all my doubts.” 

Charles Rosin (b. 1952) 
 
 
“I think that the indefinable space between happy and sad is the most moving and 
compelling place for an artist to be. If there's anything I consistently strive for, it's a 
melancholy limbo.” 
  Shawn Colvin (b. 1956) 
 
 
“Creativity is allowing yourself to make mistakes. Art is knowing which ones to keep.” 
  Scott Adams (b.1957) 
 
 
“Art should be something that liberates your soul, provokes the imagination and 
encourages people to go further.” 

Keith Haring (1958-1990) 
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THE QUOTATIONS ORDERED BY MAIN SUBJECTS 
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ART’S DEFINITION 
 
 
“Nature is a revelation of God; Art is a revelation of man.” 

 Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882) 
 
 
“Were I called on to define, very briefly, the term art, I should call it the Reproduction 
of what the senses perceive in nature through the veil of the mist.” 

 Edgar Allan Poe quotes (1809-1849) 
 
 
“Art…does not take kindly to facts, is helpless to grapple with theories, and is killed 
outright by a sermon.” 

Agnes Repplier (1855-1950) 
 
 
“Art is not a thing; it is a way.” 

Elbert Hubbard (1856-1915) 
 
 

“Art is like a border of flowers along the course of civilization.” 
Lincoln Steffens (1866-1936) 

 
“Art is the stored honey of the human soul, gathered on wings of misery and travail.” 

Theodore Dreiser (1871-1945) 
 
 
“Art is the desire of a man to express himself, to record the reactions of his personality 
to the world he lives in.” 

Amy Lowell (1874-1925) 
 
“Art is a fruit that grows in man, like a fruit on a plant or a child in its mother's womb.” 
  Lillian Smith (1897-1966) 
 
 
“Art is the means we have of undoing the damage of haste. It's what everything else 
isn't.”  
  Theodore Roethke (1908-1963) 
 
 
“Art is the triumph over chaos.” 

John Cheever (1912-1982) 
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“Art is the window to man's soul. Without it, he would never be able to see beyond his 
immediate world; nor could the world see the man within.” 

Claudia Lady Bird Johnson (1912-2007) 
 
 

“Art is the signature of civilizations.” 
  Beverly Sills (b.1929) 
 
 
“Art is like baby shoes. When you coat them with gold, they can no longer be worn.” 

 John Updike (b.1932) 
 
 
“Art is skill; that is the first meaning of the word.” 
  Henry Geldzahler (1935-1994) 
 
 
“Art is moral passion married to entertainment. Moral passion without entertainment is 
propaganda, and entertainment without moral passion is television.” 
  Rita Mae Brown (b.1944) 
 
 
“Art is not about thinking something up. It is the opposite -- getting something down. 
The Artist's Way” 
  Julia Cameron (b. 1948) 
 
 
“Creativity is allowing yourself to make mistakes. Art is knowing which ones to keep.” 
  Scott Adams (b.1957) 
 
 
“Art should be something that liberates your soul, provokes the imagination and 
encourages people to go further.” 

Keith Haring (1958-1990) 
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THE ART’S UNDERSTANDING, FONCTION AND 
ROLE 
 
 
 
“Nobody, I think, ought to read poetry, or look at pictures or statues, which cannot find 
a great deal more in them than the poet and artist have actually expressed.” 

 Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804-1864) 
 
 
“In art economy is always beauty.” 
  Henry James (1843-1916) 
 
 
“The contemporary thing in art and literature is the thing which doesn't make enough 
difference to the people of that generation so that they can accept it or reject it.” 
  Gertrude Stein (1874-1946) 
 
 
“The arts are not just instantaneous pleasure - if you don't like it, the artist is wrong. I 
belong to the generation which says if you don't like it, you don't understand and you 
ought to find out.” 
  Ethel Barrymore (1879-1959) 
 
 
“I wash my hands of those who imagine chattering to be knowledge, silence to be 
ignorance, and affection to be art.” 
  Kahlil Gibran (1883-1931) 
 
 
“Every science begins as philosophy and ends as art.” 
  Will Durant (1885-1981) 
 
 
“There are two kinds of truth; the truth that lights the way and the truth that warms the 
heart. The first of these is science, and the second is art. Without art science would be as 
useless as a pair of high forceps in the hands of a plumber. Without science art would 
become a crude mess of folklore and emotional quackery.” 

 Raymond Chandler (1888-1959) 
 
 
“The capacity to be puzzled is the premise of all creation, be it in art or in science.” 
  Erich Fromm (1900-1980) 
 
 
“The greatness of art is not to find what is common but what is unique.” 
  Isaac Bashevis Singer (1904-1991) 
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“It is the function of art to renew our perception. What we are familiar with we cease to 
see. The writer shakes up the familiar scene, and, as if by magic, we see a new meaning 
in it.” 
  Anais Nin (1903-1977) 
 
 
“Art is too serious to be taken seriously.” 
  Ayn Rand (1905-1982) 
 
 
“The role of art is to make a world which can be tolerated.” 
  William Saroyan (1908-1981) 
 
 
“If art is to nourish the roots of our culture, society must set the artist free to follow his 
vision wherever it takes him.” 

 John Fitzgerald Kennedy (1917-1963) 
 
 
“I think one's art goes as far and as deep as one's love goes.” 
  Andrew Wyeth (1917-2009) 
 
 
“I suggest that the great art belongs to all people, all the time--that indeed it is made for 
the people, by the people, to the people.” 
  Maya Angelou (b.1928) 
 
 
“Much of modern art is devoted to lowering the threshold of what is terrible. By getting 
us used to what, formerly, we could not bear to see or hear, because it was too shocking, 
painful, or embarrassing, art changes morals.” 
  Susan Sontag (1933-2004) 
 
 
“Art is making something out of nothing and selling it.” 

Frank Zappa (1940-1993) 
 
 
“Art is the only way to run away without leaving home.” 

Twyla Tharp (b. 1941) 
 
 
“I can’t criticize what I don’t understand. If you want to call this art, you’ve got the 
benefit of all my doubts.” 

Charles Rosin (b. 1952) 
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THE WORK OF ART AND THE CREATION PROCESS 
 
 
“Never judge a work of art by its defects.” 
  Washington Allston (1779-1843) 
 
 
“In art the hand can never execute anything higher than the heart can inspire.” 

 Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882) 
 
“An artist that works in marble or colours has them all to himself and his tribe, but the 
man who moulds his thoughts in verse has to employ the materials vulgarized by 
everybody's use, and glorify them by his handling.” 
  Oliver Wendell Holmes (1809-1894) 
 
 
“Painting: The art of protecting flat surfaces from the weather and exposing them to the 
critic”. 

Ambrose Bierce (1842-1914) 
 
 

“Every time I paint a portrait I lose a friend.” 
John Singer Sargent (1856-1925) 

 
 
“Simplicity and repose are the qualities that measure the true value of any work of art.” 

 Frank Lloyd Wright (1867-1959) 
 
“The modern artist is working with space and time, and expressing his feelings rather 
than illustrating.” 
  Jackson Pollock (1912-1956) 
 
 
“Each painting has its own way of evolving…When the painting is finished, the subject 
reveals itself.” 

William Baziotes (1912-1963) 
 
 

“Any great work of art…revives and readapts time and space, and the measure of its 
success is the extent to which it makes you an inhabitant of that world –the extents to 
which it invites you in and lets you breathe its strange, special air.” 

Leonard Bernstein (1918-1990) 
 
 
“Artists can color the sky red because they know it’s blue. Those of us who aren’t artists 
must colour things the way they really are or people might think we’re stupid.” 

Jules Feiffer (b. 1929) 
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“Put your instrument into the hands of your Art and never your Art into the hands of 
your instrument!”  
  Irvin Kauffman (b.1936) 
 
 
“Data is what distinguishes the dilettante from the artist.” 
  George V. Higgins (1939-1999) 
 
 
“All great art comes from a sense of outrage.” 

Glenn Close (b. 1947) 
 
 
“The product of the artist has become less important than the fact of the artist. We wish 
to absorb this person. We wish to devour someone who has experienced the tragic. In 
our society this person is much more important than anything he might create.” 

 David Mamet (b.1947) 
 
 
“Very few people possess true artistic ability. It is therefore both unseemly and 
unproductive to irritate the situation by making an effort. If you have a burning, restless 
urge to write or paint, simply eat something sweet and the felling will pass.” 

Fran Lebowitz (b. 1950) 
 
 
“I think that the indefinable space between happy and sad is the most moving and 
compelling place for an artist to be. If there's anything I consistently strive for, it's a 
melancholy limbo.” 
  Shawn Colvin (b. 1956) 
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THE ARTIST AND THE ARTIST’S WORK 
 
 
“Every time an artist dies, part of the vision of mankind passes with him.” 
  Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790) 
 
 
“The highest art is always the most religious, and the greatest artist is always a devout 
person.” 
  Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865) 
 
 
“Every artist dips his brush in his own soul, and paints his own nature into his pictures”. 

Henry Ward Beecher (1813-1887) 
 
 
“The Artist is he who detects and applies the law from observation of the works of 
Genius, whether of man or Nature. The Artisan is he who merely applies the rules which 
others have detected.” 
  Henry David Thoreau (1817-1862) 
 
 
“The big artist keeps an eye on nature and steals her tools.” 

 Thomas Eakins (1844-1916) 
 
 
“It is just the little difference between the good and the best that makes the difference 
between the artist and the artisan. It is just the little touches after the average man 
would quit that makes the master's fame.” 
  Orison Swett Marden (1850-1924) 
 
 
“An artist is a dreamer consenting to dream of the actual world.” 

George Santayana (1863-1952) 
 
 
“The genuine artist is never ''true to life'.' He sees what is real, but not as we are 
normally aware of it. We do not go storming through life like actors in a play. Art is 
never real life.” 
  Wallace Stevens (1879-1955) 
 
 
“Contrary to general belief, an artist is never ahead of his time but most people are far 
behind theirs.” 
  Edgard Varese (1883-1965) 
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“If a patron buys from an artist who needs money (needs money to buy tools, time, food), 
the patron then makes himself equal to the artist; he is building art into the world; he 
creates.” 
  Ezra Pound (1885-1972) 
 
“The artist’s world is limitless. It can be found anywhere, far from where he lives or a 
few feet away. It is always on his doorstep.” 

Paul Strand (1890-1976) 
 
 
“Human life itself may be almost pure chaos, but the work of the artist is to take these 
handfuls of confusion and disparate things, things that seem to be irreconcilable, and 
put them together in a frame to give them some kind of shape and meaning.” 
  Katherine Anne Porter (1890-1980) 
 
 
“The artist does not illustrate science (but) he frequently responds to the same interests 
that a scientist does.” 
  Lewis Mumford (1895-1990) 
 
 
“An artist is a creature driven by demons. He doesn't know why they choose him and 
he's usually too busy to wonder why.” 
  William Faulkner (1897-1962) 
 
“The individual, the great artist when he comes, uses everything that has been 
discovered or known about his art up to that point, being able to accept or reject in a 
time so short it seems that the knowledge was born with him, rather than that he talk.” 

 Ernest Hemingway (1899-1961) 
 
 
“This is the artist, then, life's hungry man, the glutton of eternity, beauty's miser, glory's 
slave.” 

 Thomas Wolfe (1900-1938) 
 
 
“A man who works with his hands is a labourer; a man who works with his hands and 
his brain is a craftsman; but a man who works with his hands and his brain and his 
heart is an artist.” 

 Louis Nizer (1902-1994) 
 
 
“The role of the artist I now understood as that of revealing through the world-surfaces 
the implicit forms of the soul, and the great agent to assist the artist was the myth.” 

 Joseph Campbell (1904-1987) 
 
 
“The immature artist imitates. The mature artist steals.” 
  Lionel Trilling (1905-1975) 
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“It is frequently the tragedy of the great artist, as it is of the great scientist, that he 
frightens the ordinary man.” 

Loren Eiseley (1907-1977) 
 
 
“The arrogance of the artist is a very profound thing, and it fortifies you.” 
  James A. Michener (1907-1997)  
 
 
“I think most of the people involved in any art always secretly wonder whether they are 
really there because they're good or there because they're lucky.” 

  Katharine Hepburn (1907-2003) 
 
 

“The artist is extremely lucky who is presented with the worst possible ordeal which will 
not actually kill him. At that point, he's in business.” 
  John Berryman (1914-1972) 
 
 
“Nothing exists until or unless it is observed. An artist is making something exist by 
observing it. And his hope for other people is that they will also make it exist by 
observing it. I call it 'creative observation' .Creative viewing.” 

 William S. Burroughs (1914-1997) 
 
 
“A good artist should be isolated. If he isn't isolated, something is wrong.” 
  Orson Welles (1915-1985) 
 
 
“Any artist should be grateful for a naïve grace which puts him beyond the need to 
reason elaborately.” 
  Saul Bellow (1915-2005) 
 
 
“You are born an artist or you are not. And you stay an artist, dear, even if your voice is 
less of fireworks. The artist is always there.” 
  Maria Callas (1923-1977) 
 
 
“Arguably, no artist grows up: If he sheds the perceptions of childhood, he ceases being 
an artist.” 
  Ned Rorem (b.1923) 
 
 
 
“He will lie even when it is inconvenient: the sign of the true artist.” 
 Gore Vidal (b. 1925) 
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 “An artist is someone who produces things that people don’t need to have but that he –
for some reason- thinks it would be a good idea to give them.” 

Andy Warhol (1928-1987) 
 
 

“I've been called many names like perfectionist, difficult and obsessive. I think it takes 
obsession, takes searching for the details for any artist to be good.” 
  Barbra Streisand (b.1942) 
 
 
“I'm kind of hooked to the game of art and literature; my heroes are artists and 
writers.”  
  Jim Morrison (1943-1971) 
 
 
“There are certain artists who have taken it upon themselves to save the world, and I 
find that gets tiresome. I think the artist's first obligation is to the art, not to the 
issues . . . I think if I have something to say the best way to do that is just to tell a damn 
good story.” 

 Billy Joel (b.1949) 
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THE ART, THE ARTISTS AND THE LIFE 
 
 

“The art of art, the glory of expression and the sunshine of the light of letters, is 
simplicity”. 

Walt Whitman (1819-1892) 
 
 

“Art is on the side of the oppressed. Think before you shudder at the simplistic dictum 
and its heretical definition of the freedom of art. For if art is freedom of the spirit, how 
can it exist within the oppressors?” 

Edith Wharton (1862-1937) 
 

“The fairest thing we can experience is the mysterious. It is the fundamental emotion 
which stands at the cradle of true art and true science. He who known it not and can no 
longer wonder, no longer feel amazement, is as good as dead, a snuffed-out can.” 
  Albert Einstein (1879-1955) 
 
 
“It is art that makes life, makes interest, makes importance and I know of no substitute 
whatever for the force and beauty of its process.” 
  Max Eastman (1883-1969) 
 
 
“Art is parasitic on life, just as criticism is parasitic on art.” 

Harry S. Truman (1884-1972) 
 
 

“Art is only a means to life, to the life more abundant. It is not in itself the life more 
abundant. It merely points the way, something which is overlooked not only by the 
public, but very often by the artist himself. In becoming an end it defeats itself.” 

 Henry Miller (1891-1980) 
 
“Illusions are art, for the feeling person, and it is by art that you live, if you do.” 

Elizabeth Bowen (1899-1973). 
 
 
“The attitude that nature is chaotic and that the artist puts order into it is a very absurd 
point of view, I think. All that we can hope for is to put some order into ourselves.” 
  Willem de Kooning (1904-1997) 
 
 
“Art is much less important than life, but what a poor life without it.” 

 Robert Motherwell (1915-1991) 
 
“The opposite of love is not hate, it is indifference. The opposite of art is not ugliness, it 
is indifference. The opposite of faith is not heresy, it is indifference. And the opposite of 
life is not death, it is indifference.” 
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  Elie Wiesel (b.1928) 
 
 
“Life doesn't imitate art, it imitates bad television.” 
  Woody Allen (b.1935) 
 
 
“Remember the great adversity of art or anything else is a hurried life.” 
  Robert James Waller (b. 1939) 
 
 
“All art requires courage”. 

Anne Wilkes Tucker (b. 1944) 
 
 
“In art and dream may you proceed with abandon. In life may you proceed with balance 
and stealth.” 
  Patti Smith (b.1946) 
 


