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What is a work of art? Across historical and cultural eras, different definitions have 

been launched, but it's not easy in anytime to define the result and the process of 

construction a piece of art, a work of art. 

 

In my opinion, a work of art, artwork, art piece, piece of art or art object is an 

aesthetic physical item or artistic creation. Apart from "work of art", which may be used 

of any work regarded as art in its widest sense, including works from literature and 

music, these terms apply principally to tangible, portable forms of visual art: 

 An example of fine art, such as a painting or sculpture or engraving, 

 An object that has been designed specifically for its aesthetic appeal, such as a 

piece of jewelry, 

 An object that has been designed for aesthetic appeal as well as functional 

purpose, as in interior design and much folk art, 

 An object created for principally or entirely functional, religious or other non-

aesthetic reasons which has come to be appreciated as art (often later, and/or by 

cultural outsiders), 

 A non-ephemeral photograph, film or visual computer program, such as a video 

game or computer animation, or  

 A work of installation art or conceptual art. 

 

Used more broadly, the term is less commonly applied to: 

 A fine work of architecture or landscape design 

 A production of live performance, such as theater, ballet, opera, performance art, 

musical concert and other performing arts, and other ephemeral, non-tangible 

creations. 

 

This article is concerned, basically, with the terms and concept as used in and applied to 

the visual arts, although other fields such as aural-music and written word-literature 

have similar issues and philosophies and we present, also, some specialists in these 

areas of the cultural creativity. 

 

The term objet d′art is reserved to describe works of art that are not paintings, prints, 

drawings or large or medium-sized sculptures, or architecture (e.g. household goods, 

figurines, etc., some purely aesthetic, some also practical).  

 

The term oeuvre is used to describe the complete body of work completed by an artist 

throughout a career.  

 

A work of art in the visual arts is a physical two- or three- dimensional object that is 

professionally determined or otherwise considered to fulfill a primarily independent 

aesthetic function. A singular art object is often seen in the context of a larger art 

movement or artistic era, such as: a genre, aesthetic convention, culture, or regional-

national distinction. It can also be seen as an item within an artist's "body of work" or 

oeuvre. The term is commonly used by: museum and cultural heritage curators, the 

interested public, the art patron-private art collector community, and art galleries.  

Physical objects that document immaterial or conceptual art works, but do not conform 

to artistic conventions can be redefined and reclassified as art objects. Some Dada and 

Neo-Dada conceptual and readymade works have received later inclusion. Also, some 

architectural renderings and models of inbuilt projects, such as by Vitruvius, Leonardo 

da Vinci, Frank Lloyd Wright, and Frank Gehry, are other examples. 
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The products of environmental design, depending on intention and execution, can be 

"works of art" and include: land art, site-specific art, architecture, gardens, landscape 

architecture, installation art, rock art, and megalithic monuments. 

 

This article has been divided in two parts: the first one present 50 different definitions 

or approaches to term of work of art. From Michelangelo to Keith Haring, from Goethe 

to Albert Camus, from Claude Monet to Michelle Obama, we are collected the most 

significant definitions about this expression. From painters to writers, from sculptors to 

mystics, from engravers to musicians, from designers to poets, the most significant 

human soul across the Humanity history gives us your understanding and thinking. The 

second part contains short biographies of these magnificent artists, of this magnificent 

people. To establish these biographies, we want express our gratitude for the helpful 

support of Wikipedia teams. 

 

Enjoy the lecture! Enjoy the trip across our civilization, across our culture! 
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PART ONE: 50 QUOTATIONS 

CONCERNING THE WORK OF ART   
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“The true work of art is but a shadow of the divine perfection.” 

 Michelangelo (1475-1564) 

 

“The work of art may have a moral effect, but to demand moral purpose from the artist is to 

make him ruin his work.” 

 Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832) 

 

“Never judge a work of art by its defects.” 

 Washington Allston (1779-1843) 

 

“Treat a work of art like a prince: let it speak to you first.” 

Arthur Schopenhauer (1788-1860) 

 

“The real truthfulness of all works of imagination, sculpture, painting, and written fiction, is 

so purely in the imagination, that the artist never seeks to represent positive truth, but the 

idealized image of a truth.” 

 Edward G. Bulwer-Lytton (1803-1873) 

 

“A genuine work of art must mean many things; the truer its art, the more things it will 

mean. If my drawing, on the other hand, is so far from being a work of art that it needs THIS 

IS A HORSE written under it, what can it matter that neither you nor your child should know 

what it means? It is there not so much to convey a meaning as to wake a meaning. If it do 

not even wake an interest, throw it aside. A meaning may be there, but it is not for you. If, 

again, you do not know a horse when you see it, the name written under it will not serve you 

much. At all events, the business of the painter is not to teach zoology.” 

George MacDonald (1824-1905) 

 

“People discuss my art and pretend to understand as if it were necessary to understand, 

when it's simply necessary to love.” 

 Claude Monet (1840-1926) 
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“The work of art must seize upon you, wrap you up in itself and carry you away. It is the 

means by which the artist conveys his passion. It is the current which he puts forth, which 

sweeps you along in his passion.” 

 Pierre-Auguste Renoir (1841-1919) 

 

“Man is no longer an artist; he has become a work of art.” 

 Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900) 

 

“The moment you think you understand a great work of art, it's dead for you.” 

 Oscar Wilde (1854-1900) 

 

“You use a glass mirror to see your face; you use works of art to see your soul.” 

 George Bernard Shaw (1856-1950) 

 

“Simplicity and repose are the qualities that measure the true value of any work of art.” 

 Frank Lloyd Wright (1867-1959) 

 

“Art consists of limitation. The most beautiful part of every picture is the frame.” 

 G. K. Chesterton (1874-1936) 

 

“I have an idea that the only thing which makes it possible to regard this world we live in 

without disgust is the beauty which now and then men create out of the chaos. The pictures 

they paint, the music they compose, the books they write, and the lives they lead. Of all 

these the richest in beauty is the beautiful life. That is the perfect work of art.” 

W. Somerset Maugham (1874-1965) 

 

“What is essential in a work of art is that it should rise far above the realm of personal life 

and speak to the spirit and heart of the poet as man to the spirit and heart of mankind.” 

 Carl Gustav Jung (1875-1961) 
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“Personally, I experience the greatest degree of pleasure in having contact with works of art. 

They furnish me with happy feelings of intensity such as I cannot derive from other realms.”  

Albert Einstein (1879-1955) 

 

“Works of art, in my opinion, are the only objects in the material universe to possess internal 

order, and that is why, though I don't believe that only art matters, I do believe in Art for 

Art's sake.” 

E.M. Forster (English Novelist and Essayist, 1879-1970) 

 

"I consider the beauty of modeling is completely independent of the sentimental, descriptive 

and imitative values in general. Each object, painting, architecture, decorative structure, 

have a value in oneself, strictly absolute, independent of what it represents." 

Fernand Léger (1881-1955) 

 

“To consult the rules of composition before making a picture is a little like consulting the law 

of gravitation before going for a walk.” 

Edward Weston (1886-1958) 

 

“The creative act is not performed by the artist alone; the spectator brings the work in 

contact with the external world by deciphering and interpreting its inner qualifications and 

thus adds his contribution to the creative act.” 

Marcel Duchamp (1887-1968) 

 

“A great work of art is made out of a combination of obedience and liberty.” 

 Nadia Boulanger  (1887-1979) 

 

“Without magic, there is no art. Without art, there is no idealism. Without idealism, there is 

no integrity. Without integrity, there is nothing but production.” 

Raymond Chandler (1888-1959) 

 

http://en.thinkexist.com/quotation/works_of_art-in_my_opinion-are_the_only_objects/7611.html
http://en.thinkexist.com/quotation/works_of_art-in_my_opinion-are_the_only_objects/7611.html
http://en.thinkexist.com/quotation/works_of_art-in_my_opinion-are_the_only_objects/7611.html
http://en.thinkexist.com/nationality/english_authors/
http://en.thinkexist.com/occupation/famous_novelists/
http://en.thinkexist.com/occupation/famous_essayists/
http://en.thinkexist.com/birthday/january_1/
http://en.thinkexist.com/birthday/june_7/
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"I believe that nothing can be more abstract, more unreal, than what we actually see. We 

know that... the objective world... never really exists as we see and understand it... has no 

intrinsic meaning of its own, such as the meanings that we attach to it."  

Giorgio Morandi (1890-1964) 

 

“Any authentic work of art must start an argument between the artist and his audience.” 

 Rebecca West (1892-1983) 

 

“People travel for the same reason they collect works of art: because the best people do it.” 

 Aldous Huxley (1894-1963) 

 

"I am a sculptor because the shape of things matters even more to me than color of them. It 

may be that a painter is excited as much by color as by form. Some painters have been like 

this, though others have been as interested by form as sculptors are. For me, it is the three-

dimensional reality and shape which one wants to understand, to grasp and to experience. 

This is, I think, what makes me a sculptor - I need these three dimensions, as a musician 

needs sound and notes of music, and a writer must be interested in words. The different arts 

call for a different sense -sight, touch, hearing, taste. The actual three dimensions of a form 

are what I like and need. I want to produce the complete thing, rather than a sketch or an 

illusion of it." 

Henry Moore (1898-1986) 

 

“A work of art has no importance whatever to society. It is only important to the individual."  

Vladimir Nabokov (1899-1977) 

 

"(...) I knew that a day I took away from the work did not make me too happy. I just feel that 

I’m in tune with the right vibrations in the universe when I’m in the process of working. I 

always felt right when I was right here. And even if I didn’t want to compose, so I painted or 

stacked the pieces or something. In my studio I’m as happy as a cow in her stall. That’s the 

only place where everything is all right."  

Louise Nevelson (1899-1988) 
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“Most works of art, like most wines, ought to be consumed in the district of their 

fabrication.” 

 Simone Weil (1909-1943) 

 

“A work of art is above all an adventure of the mind.” 

 Eugene Ionesco (1909-1994) 

 

“Creativity arises out of the tension between spontaneity and limitations, the latter (like the 

river banks) forcing the spontaneity into the various forms which are essential to the work of 

art or poem.” 

Rollo May (1909-1994) 

 

"The painting has a life of its own."  

Jackson Pollock (1912-1956) 

 

“A guilty conscience needs to confess. A work of art is a confession.” 

 Albert Camus (1913-1960) 

 

“Works of art are all that survive of incredibly gifted people.” 

Peter C. Wilson (1913-1984) 

 

“I don’t like the idea of “understanding” a film. I don’t believe that rational understanding is 

an essential element in the reception of any work of art. Either a film has something to say 

to you or it hasn’t. If you are moved by it, you don’t need it explained to you. If not, no 

explanation can make you moved by it.” 

Federico Fellini (1920-1993) 

 

 
 

http://en.thinkexist.com/quotation/creativity_arises_out_of_the_tension_between/339282.html
http://en.thinkexist.com/quotation/creativity_arises_out_of_the_tension_between/339282.html
http://en.thinkexist.com/quotation/creativity_arises_out_of_the_tension_between/339282.html
http://en.thinkexist.com/quotation/works_of_art_are_all_that_survive_of_incredibly/218106.html
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"My work is purely autobiographical... It is about myself and my surroundings. I work from 

people that interest me and that I care about, in rooms that I know." 

Lucian Freud (1922-2011) 

 

“One of the great undiscovered joys of life comes from doing everything one attempt to the 

best of one's ability. There is a special sense of satisfaction, a pride in surveying such a work, 

a work which is rounded, full, exact, and complete in its parts, which the superficial person 

who leaves his or her work in a slovenly, slipshod, half-finished condition, can never know. It 

is this conscientious completeness which turns any work into art. The smallest task, well 

done, becomes a miracle of achievement.” 

Og Mandino (1923-1996) 

 

"Need is to build - hour per hour, day per day -, to direct its will on what is scattered in the 

life." 

Mario Merz (1925-2003) 

 

"At every point in nature there is something to see. My work contains similar possibilities for 

the changing focus of the eye...Generally; I am opposed to painting which is concerned with 

conceptions of simplicity. Everything looks very busy to me." 

Jasper Johns (b. 1930) 

 

“In most modern instances, interpretation amounts to the philistine refusal to leave the 

work of art alone. Real art has the capacity to make us nervous. By reducing the work of art 

to its content and then interpreting that, one tames the work of art. Interpretation makes 

art manageable, conformable.” 

 Susan Sontag (1933-2004)  

 

“There is only one art, whose sole criterion is the power, the authenticity, the revelatory 

insight, the courage and suggestiveness with which it seeks its truth. Thus, from the 

standpoint of the work and its worth it is irrelevant to which political ideas the artist as a 

citizen claims allegiance, which ideas he would like to serve with his work or whether he 

holds any such ideas at all.” 

 Vaclav Havel (1936-2011) 

http://en.thinkexist.com/quotation/one_of_the_great_undiscovered_joys_of_life_comes/294689.html
http://en.thinkexist.com/quotation/one_of_the_great_undiscovered_joys_of_life_comes/294689.html
http://en.thinkexist.com/quotation/one_of_the_great_undiscovered_joys_of_life_comes/294689.html
http://en.thinkexist.com/quotation/one_of_the_great_undiscovered_joys_of_life_comes/294689.html
http://en.thinkexist.com/quotation/one_of_the_great_undiscovered_joys_of_life_comes/294689.html
http://en.thinkexist.com/quotation/one_of_the_great_undiscovered_joys_of_life_comes/294689.html
http://en.thinkexist.com/birthday/december_12/
http://en.thinkexist.com/birthday/september_30/
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“The most important thing in art is the frame. For painting: literally; for other arts: 

figuratively - because, without this humble appliance, you can't know where The Art stops 

and The Real World begins. You have to put a "box" around it because otherwise, what is 

that shit on the wall?” 

 Frank Zappa (1940-1993) 

 

“We must do our work for its own sake, not for fortune or attention or applause.” 

Steven Pressfield (b. 1943) 

 

“The greatest art belongs to the world. Do not be intimidated by the experts. Trust your 

instincts. Do not be afraid to go against what you were taught, or what you were told to see 

or believe. Every person, every set of eyes, has the right to the truth.” 

Blue Balliett (b. 1955) 

 

"The best reason to paint is that there is no reason to paint....I'd like to pretend that I've 

never seen anything, never read anything, never heard anything...and then make 

something....Every time I make something I think about the people who are going to see it 

and every time I see something, I think about the person who made it....Nothing is 

important...so everything is important." 

Keith Haring (1958-1990) 

 

“Long looking at paintings is equivalent to being dropped into a foreign city, where 

gradually, out of desire and despair, a few key words, then a little syntax make a clearing in 

the silence. Art... is a foreign city, and we deceive ourselves when we think it familiar... We 

have to recognize that the language of art, all art, is not our mother-tongue.” 

Jeanette Winterson (b. 1959) 

 

“If it weren't for greed, intolerance, hate, passion and murder, you would have no works of 

art, no great buildings, no medical science, no Mozart, no Van Gough, no Muppets and no 

Louis Armstrong.” 

Jasper Forde (b. 1961) 
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“The arts are not just a nice thing to have or to do if there is free time or if one can afford it. 

Rather, paintings and poetry, music and fashion, design and dialogue, they all define who we 

are as a people and provide an account of our history for the next generation.” 

Michelle Obama (b. 1964) 

 

“All worthy work is open to interpretations the author did not intend. Art isn't your pet -- it's 

your kid. It grows up and talks back to you.” 

Joss Whedon (b. 1964) 

 

“It is in books, poems, paintings which often give us the confidence to take seriously feelings 

in ourselves that we might otherwise never have thought to acknowledge.” 

Alain de Botton (b. 1969) 
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PART TWO:  SHORT BIOGRAPHIES 

OF THE AUTHORS  
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Michelangelo di Lodovico Buonarroti Simoni (6 March 1475 – 18 February 1564), 

commonly known as Michelangelo, was an Italian sculptor, painter, architect, poet, and 

engineer of the High Renaissance who exerted an unparalleled influence on the 

development of Western art. Despite making few forays beyond the arts, his versatility 

in the disciplines he took up was of such a high order that he is often considered a 

contender for the title of the archetypal Renaissance man, along with his fellow Italian 

Leonardo da Vinci. 

Michelangelo was considered the greatest living artist in his lifetime, and ever since 

then he has been held to be one of the greatest artists of all time. A number of his works 

in painting, sculpture, and architecture rank among the most famous in existence. His 

output in every field during his long life was prodigious; when the sheer volume of 

correspondence, sketches, and reminiscences that survive is also taken into account, he 

is the best-documented artist of the 16th century. 

Two of his best-known works, the Pietà and David, were sculpted before he turned 

thirty. Despite his low opinion of painting, Michelangelo also created two of the most 

influential works in fresco in the history of Western art: the scenes from Genesis on the 

ceiling and The Last Judgment on the altar wall of the Sistine Chapel in Rome. As an 

architect, Michelangelo pioneered the Mannerist style at the Laurentian Library. At the 

age of 74 he succeeded Antonio da Sangallo the Younger as the architect of St. Peter's 

Basilica. Michelangelo transformed the plan, the western end being finished to 

Michelangelo's design, the dome being completed after his death with some 

modification. 

In a demonstration of Michelangelo's unique standing, he was the first Western artist 

whose biography was published while he was alive. Two biographies were published of 

him during his lifetime; one of them, by Giorgio Vasari, proposed that he was the 

pinnacle of all artistic achievement since the beginning of the Renaissance, a viewpoint 

that continued to have currency in art history for centuries. 

In his lifetime he was also often called Il Divino ("the divine one"). One of the qualities 

most admired by his contemporaries was his terribilità, a sense of awe-inspiring 

grandeur, and it was the attempts of subsequent artists to imitate Michelangelo's 

impassioned and highly personal style that resulted in Mannerism, the next major 

movement in Western art after the High Renaissance. 

  Portrait of Michelangelo by Daniele da Volterra 
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Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (28 August 1749 – 22 March 1832) was a German 

writer and statesman. His body of work includes epic and lyric poetry written in a 

variety of matters and styles; prose and verse dramas; memoirs; an autobiography; 

literary and aesthetic criticism; treatises on botany, anatomy, and color; and four novels. 

In addition, numerous literary and scientific fragments, more than 10,000 letters, and 

nearly 3,000 drawings by him are extant. 

A literary celebrity by the age of 25, Goethe was ennobled by the Duke of Saxe-

Weimar, Carl August in 1782 after first taking up residence there in November 1775 

following the success of his first novel, The Sorrows of Young Werther. He was an early 

participant in the Sturm und Drang literary movement. During his first ten years in 

Weimar, Goethe served as a member of the Duke's Privy Council sat on the war and 

highway commissions, oversaw the reopening of silver mines in nearby Ilmenau, and 

implemented a series of administrative reforms at the University of Jena. He also 

contributed to the planning of Weimar's botanical park and the rebuilding of its Ducal 

Palace, which in 1998 were together designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site.  

After returning from a tour of Italy in 1788, his first major scientific work, the 

Metamorphosis of Plants, was published. In 1791 he was made managing director of the 

theatre at Weimar, and in 1794 he began a friendship with the dramatist, historian, and 

philosopher Friedrich Schiller, whose plays he premiered until Schiller's death in 1805. 

During this period Goethe published his second novel, Wilhelm Meister's 

Apprenticeship, the verse epic Hermann and Dorothea, and, in 1808, the first part of his 

most celebrated drama, Faust. His conversations and various common undertakings 

throughout the 1790s with Schiller, Johann Gottlieb Fichte, Johann Gottfried Herder, 

Alexander von Humboldt, Wilhelm von Humboldt, and August and Friedrich Schlegel 

have, in later years, been collectively termed Weimar Classicism. 

Arthur Schopenhauer cited Wilhelm Meister's Apprenticeship as one of the four greatest 

novels ever written and Ralph Waldo Emerson selected Goethe as one of six 

"representative men" in his work of the same name, along with Plato, Napoleon, and 

William Shakespeare. Goethe's comments and observations form the basis of several 

biographical works, most notably Johann Peter Eckermann's Conversations with 

Goethe. There are frequent references to Goethe's writings throughout the works of G. 

W. F. Hegel, Arthur Schopenhauer, Friedrich Nietzsche, Hermann Hesse, Thomas 

Mann, Sigmund Freud, and Carl Jung. Goethe's poems were set to music throughout the 

eighteenth and nineteenth centuries by a number of composers, including Wolfgang 

Amadeus Mozart, Ludwig van Beethoven, Franz Schubert, Robert Schumann, Johannes 

Brahms, Charles Gounod, Richard Wagner, Hugo Wolf, and Gustav Mahler. 
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  Portrait of Goethe, engraving  

  Portrait of Goethe, oil on canvas 
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Washington Allston (November 5, 1779 – July 9, 1843) was an American painter and 

poet, born in Waccamaw Parish, South Carolina. Allston pioneered America's Romantic 

movement of landscape painting. He was well known during his lifetime for his 

experiments with dramatic subject matter and his bold use of light and atmospheric 

color. 

 

 

  Self-portrait, 1805 
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Arthur Schopenhauer (22 February 1788 – 21 September 1860) was a German 

philosopher best known for his book, The World as Will and Representation (German: 

Die Welt als Wille und Vorstellung), in which he claimed that our world is driven by a 

continually dissatisfied will, continually seeking satisfaction. Influenced by Eastern 

philosophy, he maintained that the "truth was recognized by the sages of India"; 

consequently, his solutions to suffering were similar to those of Vedantic and Buddhist 

thinkers (e.g., asceticism). His faith in "transcendental ideality" led him to accept 

atheism.  

At age 25, he published his doctoral dissertation, On the Fourfold Root of the Principle 

of Sufficient Reason, which examined the four distinct aspects of experience in the 

phenomenal world; consequently, he has been influential in the history of 

phenomenology. He has influenced many thinkers, including Friedrich Nietzsche, 

Richard Wagner, Otto Weininger, Ludwig Wittgenstein, Erwin Schrödinger, Albert 

Einstein, Sigmund Freud, Otto Rank, Carl Jung, Joseph Campbell, Leo Tolstoy, Thomas 

Mann, and Jorge Luis Borges, among others. 
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Edward George Earle Lytton Bulwer-Lytton, 1st Baron Lytton PC (25 May 1803 – 

18 January 1873), was an English novelist, poet, playwright, and politician. He was 

immensely popular with the reading public and wrote a stream of bestselling novels 

which earned him a considerable fortune. He coined the phrases "the great unwashed", 

"pursuit of the almighty dollar", "the pen is mightier than the sword", "dweller on the 

threshold", as well as the infamous opening line "It was a dark and stormy night". 

 

  Portrait of 1st Baron Lytton 
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George MacDonald (10 December 1824 – 18 September 1905) was a Scottish author, 

poet, and Christian minister. He was a pioneering figure in the field of fantasy literature 

and the mentor of fellow writer Lewis Carroll. His writings have been cited as a major 

literary influence by many notable authors including W. H. Auden, C. S. Lewis, J. R. R. 

Tolkien, Walter de la Mare, E. Nesbit and Madeleine L'Engle. C. S. Lewis wrote that he 

regarded MacDonald as his "master": "Picking up a copy of Phantastes one day at a 

train-station bookstall, I began to read. A few hours later," said Lewis, "I knew that I 

had crossed a great frontier." G. K. Chesterton cited The Princess and the Goblin as a 

book that had "made a difference to my whole existence". 

Elizabeth Yates wrote of Sir Gibbie, "It moved me the way books did when, as a child, 

the great gates of literature began to open and first encounters with noble thoughts and 

utterances were unspeakably thrilling."  

Even Mark Twain, who initially disliked MacDonald, became friends with him, and 

there is some evidence that Twain was influenced by MacDonald. Christian author 

Oswald Chambers (1874–1917) wrote in Christian Disciplines, vol. 1, (pub. 1934) that 

"it is a striking indication of the trend and shallowness of the modern reading public that 

George MacDonald's books have been so neglected". 
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Oscar-Claude Monet (14 November 1840 – 5 December 1926) was a founder of 

French Impressionist painting, and the most consistent and prolific practitioner of the 

movement's philosophy of expressing one's perceptions before nature, especially as 

applied to plein-air landscape painting. The term "Impressionism" is derived from the 

title of his painting Impression, soleil levant (Impression, Sunrise), which was exhibited 

in 1874 in the first of the independent exhibitions mounted by Monet and his associates 

as an alternative to the Salon de Paris. 

Monet's ambition of documenting the French countryside led him to adopt a method of 

painting the same scene many times in order to capture the changing of light and the 

passing of the seasons. From 1883 Monet lived in Giverny, where he purchased a house 

and property, and began a vast landscaping project which included lily ponds that would 

become the subjects of his best-known works. In 1899 he began painting the water 

lilies, first in vertical views with a Japanese bridge as a central feature, and later in the 

series of large-scale paintings that was to occupy him continuously for the next 20 years 

of his life. 

 

  Claude Monet, photo by Nadar, 1899 

 

  Nympheas  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Impressionism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/En_plein_air
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landscape_art
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Impression,_Sunrise
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salon_de_Paris
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giverny


WHAT IS A WORK OF ART?  Gelonch-Viladegut Collection Page 22 
 

Pierre-Auguste Renoir (25 February 1841 – 3 December 1919) was a French artist 

who was a leading painter in the development of the Impressionist style. As a celebrator 

of beauty, and especially feminine sensuality, it has been said that "Renoir is the final 

representative of a tradition which runs directly from Rubens to Watteau." Pierre-

Auguste was the father of actor Pierre Renoir (1885–1952), filmmaker Jean Renoir 

(1894–1979) and ceramic artist Claude Renoir (1901–69). He was the grandfather of the 

filmmaker Claude Renoir (1913–1993), son of Pierre. 

 

Le Moulin de la Galette  
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Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche (15 October 1844 – 25 August 1900) was a German 

philologist, philosopher, cultural critic, poet and composer. He wrote several critical 

texts on religion, morality, contemporary culture, philosophy and science, displaying a 

fondness for metaphor, irony and aphorism. 

Nietzsche's key ideas include the Apollonian/Dionysian dichotomy, perspectivism, the 

Will to Power, the "death of God", the Übermensch and eternal recurrence. One of the 

key tenets of his philosophy is the concept of "life-affirmation," which embraces the 

realities of the world in which we live over the idea of a world beyond. It further 

champions the creative powers of the individual to strive beyond social, cultural, and 

moral contexts.  

Nietzsche's radical questioning of the value and objectivity of truth has been the focus 

of extensive commentary, and his influence remains substantial, particularly in the 

continental philosophical schools of existentialism, postmodernism, and post-

structuralism. His ideas of individual overcoming and transcendence beyond structure 

and context have had a profound impact on late-twentieth and early-twenty-first century 

thinkers, who have used these concepts as points of departure in the development of 

their philosophies.  

 

 

  Nietzsche in Basel, c. 1875 
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Oscar Fingal O'Flahertie Wills Wilde (16 October 1854 – 30 November 1900) was an 

Irish writer and poet. After writing in different forms throughout the 1880s, he became 

one of London's most popular playwrights in the early 1890s. Today he is remembered 

for his epigrams, his novel The Picture of Dorian Gray, his plays, and the circumstances 

of his imprisonment and early death. In the latter half of the 20th century he became a 

gay icon. 

 

Wilde's parents were successful Anglo-Irish Dublin intellectuals. Their son became 

fluent in French and German early in life. At university, Wilde read Greats; he proved 

himself to be an outstanding classicist, first at Dublin, then at Oxford. He became 

known for his involvement in the rising philosophy of aestheticism, led by two of his 

tutors, Walter Pater and John Ruskin. After university, Wilde moved to London into 

fashionable cultural and social circles. As a spokesman for aestheticism, he tried his 

hand at various literary activities: he published a book of poems, lectured in the United 

States and Canada on the new "English Renaissance in Art", and then returned to 

London where he worked prolifically as a journalist. Known for his biting wit, 

flamboyant dress and glittering conversation, Wilde became one of the best-known 

personalities of his day. 

 

At the turn of the 1890s, he refined his ideas about the supremacy of art in a series of 

dialogues and essays, and incorporated themes of decadence, duplicity, and beauty into 

his only novel, The Picture of Dorian Gray (1890). The opportunity to construct 

aesthetic details precisely, and combine them with larger social themes, drew Wilde to 

write drama. He wrote Salome (1891) in French in Paris but it was refused a license for 

England due to the absolute prohibition of Biblical subjects on the English stage. 

Unperturbed, Wilde produced four society comedies in the early 1890s, which made 

him one of the most successful playwrights of late Victorian London. 

 

At the height of his fame and success, while his masterpiece, The Importance of Being 

Earnest (1895), was still on stage in London, Wilde had the Marques of Queensberry 

prosecuted for libel. The Marques was the father of Wilde's lover, Lord Alfred Douglas. 

The charge carried a penalty of up to two years in prison. The trial unearthed evidence 

that caused Wilde to drop his charges and led to his own arrest and trial for gross 

indecency with other men. After two more trials he was convicted and imprisoned for 

two years' hard labor. In 1897, in prison, he wrote De Profundis, which was published 

in 1905, a long letter which discusses his spiritual journey through his trials, forming a 

dark counterpoint to his earlier philosophy of pleasure. Upon his release he left 

immediately for France, never to return to Ireland or Britain. There he wrote his last 

work, The Ballad of Reading Gaol (1898), a long poem commemorating the harsh 

rhythms of prison life. He died destitute in Paris at the age of 46. 
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  Photograph taken in 1882 by Napoleon Sarony 
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George Bernard Shaw (26 July 1856 – 2 November 1950) was an Irish playwright and 

a co-founder of the London School of Economics. Although his first profitable writing 

was music and literary criticism, in which capacity he wrote many highly articulate 

pieces of journalism, his main talent was for drama, and he wrote more than 60 plays. 

He was also an essayist, novelist and short story writer. Nearly all his writings address 

prevailing social problems with a vein of comedy which makes their stark themes more 

palatable. Issues which engaged Shaw's attention included education, marriage, religion, 

government, health care, and class privilege. 

He was most angered by what he perceived as the exploitation of the working class. An 

ardent socialist, Shaw wrote many brochures and speeches for the Fabian Society. He 

became an accomplished orator in the furtherance of its causes, which included gaining 

equal rights for men and women, alleviating abuses of the working class, rescinding 

private ownership of productive land, and promoting healthy lifestyles. For a short time 

he was active in local politics, serving on the London County Council. 

Shaw was noted for expressing his views in uncompromising language, whether on 

vegetarianism (branding his own pre-vegetarian self a "cannibal"), the development of 

the human race (his own brand of eugenics was driven by encouragement of 

miscegenation and marrying across class lines), or on political questions (in spite of his 

own generally liberal views he was not an uncritical supporter of democracy, and is 

even recorded as supporting, or at least condoning, the dictators of the nineteen thirties). 

In 1898, Shaw married Charlotte Payne-Townshend, a fellow Fabian, whom he 

survived. They settled in Ayot St Lawrence in a house now called Shaw's Corner. Shaw 

died there, aged 94, from chronic problems exacerbated by injuries he incurred by 

falling from a ladder. 

He is the only person to have been awarded both a Nobel Prize in Literature (1925) and 

an Oscar (1938), for his contributions to literature and for his work on the film 

Pygmalion (adaptation of his play of the same name), respectively. Shaw turned down 

all other awards and honors, including the offer of a knighthood. 

 

  George Bernard Shaw in 1936 
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Frank Lloyd Wright (born Frank Lincoln Wright, June 8, 1867 – April 9, 1959) was 

an American architect, interior designer, writer, and educator, who designed more than 

1,000 structures and completed 532. Wright believed in designing structures that were 

in harmony with humanity and its environment, a philosophy he called organic 

architecture. This philosophy was best exemplified by Fallingwater (1935), which has 

been called "the best all-time work of American architecture". Wright was a leader of 

the Prairie School movement of architecture and developed the concept of the Usonian 

home, his unique vision for urban planning in the United States. 

His work includes original and innovative examples of many building types, including 

offices, churches, schools, skyscrapers, hotels, and museums. Wright also designed 

many of the interior elements of his buildings, such as the furniture and stained glass. 

Wright wrote 20 books and many articles and was a popular lecturer in the United 

States and in Europe. His colorful personal life often made headlines, most notably for 

the 1914 fire and murders at his Taliesin studio. Already well known during his 

lifetime, Wright was recognized in 1991 by the American Institute of Architects as "the 

greatest American architect of all time". 
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Gilbert Keith Chesterton (29 May 1874 – 14 June 1936) better known as G.K. 

Chesterton, was an English writer, lay theologian, poet, philosopher, dramatist, 

journalist, orator, literary and art critic, biographer, and Christian apologist. Chesterton 

is often referred to as the "prince of paradox." Time magazine, in a review of a 

biography of Chesterton, observed of his writing style: "Whenever possible Chesterton 

made his points with popular sayings, proverbs, allegories—first carefully turning them 

inside out."  

Chesterton is well known for his fictional priest-detective Father Brown, and for his 

reasoned apologetics. Even some of those who disagree with him have recognized the 

wide appeal of such works as Orthodoxy and The Everlasting Man. Chesterton, as a 

political thinker, cast aspersions on both Progressivism and Conservatism, saying, "The 

whole modern world has divided itself into Conservatives and Progressives. The 

business of Progressives is to go on making mistakes. The business of the Conservatives 

is to prevent the mistakes from being corrected." Chesterton routinely referred to 

himself as an "orthodox" Christian, and came to identify this position more and more 

with Catholicism, eventually converting to Roman Catholicism from High Church 

Anglicanism. George Bernard Shaw, Chesterton's "friendly enemy" according to Time, 

said of him, "He was a man of colossal genius."
[3]

 Biographers have identified him as a 

successor to such Victorian authors as Matthew Arnold, Thomas Carlyle, John Henry 

Cardinal Newman, and John Ruskin. 

 

 

  G. K. Chesterton, by E. H. Mills, 1909 
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William Somerset Maugham CH 25 January 1874 – 16 December 1965) was a British 

playwright, novelist and short story writer. He was among the most popular writers of 

his era and reputedly the highest paid author during the 1930s.  

After losing both his parents by the age of 10, Maugham was raised by a paternal uncle 

who was emotionally cold. Not wanting to become a lawyer like other men in his 

family, Maugham eventually trained and qualified as a doctor. The first run of his first 

novel, Liza of Lambeth (1897), sold out so rapidly that Maugham gave up medicine to 

write full-time. 

During the First World War, he served with the Red Cross and in the ambulance corps, 

before being recruited in 1916 into the British Secret Intelligence Service, for which he 

worked in Switzerland and Russia before the October Revolution of 1917. During and 

after the war, he travelled in India and Southeast Asia; all of these experiences were 

reflected in later short stories and novels. 

 

  Maugham photographed by Carl Van Vechten in  

     1934 
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Carl Gustav Jung (26 July 1875 – 6 June 1961), often referred to as C. G. Jung, was a 

Swiss psychiatrist and psychotherapist who founded analytical psychology. Jung 

proposed and developed the concepts of extraversion and introversion; archetypes, and 

the collective unconscious. His work has been influential in psychiatry and in the study 

of religion, philosophy, archeology, anthropology, literature, and related fields. He was 

a prolific writer, many of whose works were not published until after his death. 

The central concept of analytical psychology is individuation—the psychological 

process of integrating the opposites, including the conscious with the unconscious, 

while still maintaining their relative autonomy. Jung considered individuation to be the 

central process of human development.  

Jung created some of the best known psychological concepts, including the archetype, 

the collective unconscious, the complex, and synchronicity. The Myers-Briggs Type 

Indicator (MBTI), a popular psychometric instrument, has been developed from Jung's 

theory of psychological types. 

Jung saw the human psyche as "by nature religious" and made this religiousness the 

focus of his explorations. Jung is one of the best known contemporary contributors to 

dream analysis and symbolization. 

Though he was a practicing clinician and considered himself to be a scientist, much of 

his life's work was spent exploring tangential areas such as Eastern and Western 

philosophy, alchemy, astrology, and sociology, as well as literature and the arts. Jung's 

interest in philosophy and the occult led many to view him as a mystic, although his 

ambition was to be seen as a man of science. His influence on popular psychology, the 

"psychologization of religion", spirituality and the New Age movement has been 

immense.  

 

  Jung in 1910 
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Albert Einstein (14 March 1879 – 18 April 1955) was a German-born theoretical 

physicist. He developed the general theory of relativity, one of the two pillars of modern 

physics (alongside quantum mechanics). He is best known in popular culture for his 

mass–energy equivalence formula E = mc
2
 (which has been dubbed "the world's most 

famous equation"). He received the 1921 Nobel Prize in Physics "for his services to 

theoretical physics, and especially for his discovery of the law of the photoelectric 

effect". The latter was pivotal in establishing quantum theory. 

Near the beginning of his career, Einstein thought that Newtonian mechanics was no 

longer enough to reconcile the laws of classical mechanics with the laws of the 

electromagnetic field. This led to the development of his special theory of relativity. He 

realized, however, that the principle of relativity could also be extended to gravitational 

fields, and with his subsequent theory of gravitation in 1916, he published a paper on 

the general theory of relativity. He continued to deal with problems of statistical 

mechanics and quantum theory, which led to his explanations of particle theory and the 

motion of molecules. He also investigated the thermal properties of light which laid the 

foundation of the photon theory of light. In 1917, Einstein applied the general theory of 

relativity to model the large-scale structure of the universe.  

He was visiting the United States when Adolf Hitler came to power in 1933 and, being 

Jewish, did not go back to Germany, where he had been a professor at the Berlin 

Academy of Sciences. He settled in the U.S., becoming an American citizen in 1940. 

On the eve of World War II, he endorsed a letter to President Franklin D. Roosevelt 

alerting him to the potential development of "extremely powerful bombs of a new type" 

and recommending that the U.S. begin similar research. This eventually led to what 

would become the Manhattan Project. Einstein supported defending the Allied forces, 

but largely denounced the idea of using the newly discovered nuclear fission as a 

weapon. Later, with the British philosopher Bertrand Russell, Einstein signed the 

Russell–Einstein Manifesto, which highlighted the danger of nuclear weapons. Einstein 

was affiliated with the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton, New Jersey, until his 

death in 1955. 

Einstein published more than 300 scientific papers along with over 150 non-scientific 

works. His great intellectual achievements and originality have made the word 

"Einstein" synonymous with genius.  

 

  Albert Einstein in 1921 
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Edward Morgan Forster OM, CH (1 January 1879 – 7 June 1970) was an English 

novelist, short story writer, essayist and librettist. He is known best for his ironic and 

well-plotted novels examining class difference and hypocrisy in early 20th-century 

British society. Forster's humanistic impulse toward understanding and sympathy may 

be aptly summed up in the epigraph to his 1910 novel Howards End: "Only connect ... " 

His 1908 novel, A Room with a View, is his most optimistic work, while A Passage to 

India (1924) brought him his greatest success. 

 

 

  E. M. Forster, by Dora Carrington, c. 1924–1925 
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Joseph Fernand Henri Léger (February 4, 1881 – August 17, 1955) was a French 

painter, sculptor, and filmmaker. In his early works he created a personal form of 

cubism which he gradually modified into a more figurative, populist style. His boldly 

simplified treatment of modern subject matter has caused him to be regarded as a 

forerunner of pop art. 

  Fernand Léger photographed by Carl Van Vechten, 1936 

 

 

Composition with three figures, 1932 
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Edward Henry Weston (March 24, 1886 – January 1, 1958) was a 20th-century 

American photographer. He has been called "one of the most innovative and influential 

American photographers…"and "one of the masters of 20th century photography." Over 

the course of his 40 year career Weston photographed an increasingly expansive set of 

subjects, including landscapes, still lifes, nudes, portraits, genre scenes and even 

whimsical parodies. It is said that he developed a "quintessentially American, and 

specially Californian, approach to modern photography" because of his focus on the 

people and places of the American West. In 1937 Weston was the first photographer to 

receive a Guggenheim Fellowship, and over the next two years he produced nearly 

1,400 negatives using his 8 × 10 view camera. Some of his most famous photographs 

were taken of the trees and rocks at Point Lobos, California, near where he lived for 

many years. 

Weston was born in Chicago and moved to California when he was 21. He knew he 

wanted to be a photographer from an early age, and initially his work was typical of the 

soft focus pictorialism that was popular at the time. Within a few years, however, he 

abandoned that style and went on to be one of the foremost champions of highly 

detailed photographic images. 

In 1947 he was diagnosed with Parkinson's disease and he stopped photographing soon 

thereafter. He spent the remaining ten years of his life overseeing the printing of more 

than 1,000 of his most famous images. 

 

  Edward Weston with his Graflex camera (1923), by  

     Tina Modotti 
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Marcel Duchamp (28 July 1887 – 2 October 1968) was a French-American painter, 

sculptor, chess player, and writer whose work is associated with Dadaism and 

conceptual art, although not directly associated with Dada groups. Duchamp is 

commonly regarded, along with Pablo Picasso and Henri Matisse, as one of the three 

artists who helped to define the revolutionary developments in the plastic arts in the 

opening decades of the twentieth century, responsible for significant developments in 

painting and sculpture. Duchamp has had an immense impact on twentieth-century and 

twenty first-century art. By World War I, he had rejected the work of many of his fellow 

artists (like Henri Matisse) as "retinal" art, intended only to please the eye. Instead, 

Duchamp wanted to put art back in the service of the mind.  

 

 Marcel Duchamp playing chess in 1952 by Kay Bell  

     Reynal. 

 

 

  Fountain, 1917 
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Juliette Nadia Boulanger (16 September 1887 – 22 October 1979) was a French 

composer, conductor, and teacher who taught many of the leading composers and 

musicians of the 20th century. She also performed as a pianist and organist.  

From a musical family, she achieved early honors as a student at the Paris Conservatoire 

but, believing that she had no particular talent as a composer, she gave up writing music 

and became a teacher. In that capacity, she influenced generations of young composers, 

especially those from the United States and other English-speaking countries. Among 

her students were those who became leading composers, soloists, and conductors, 

including Aaron Copland, John Eliot Gardiner, Elliott Carter, Dinu Lipatti, Igor 

Markevitch, Quincy Jones, Daniel Barenboim, Philip Glass and Ástor Piazzolla. 

Boulanger taught in the US and England, working with music academies including the 

Juilliard School, the Yehudi Menuhin School, the Longy School, the Royal College of 

Music and the Royal Academy of Music, but her principal base for most of her life was 

her family's flat in Paris, where she taught for most of the seven decades from the start 

of her career until her death at the age of 92. 

Boulanger was the first woman to conduct many major orchestras in America and 

Europe, including the BBC Symphony, Boston Symphony, Hallé, New York 

Philharmonic and Philadelphia orchestras. She conducted several world premieres, 

including works by Copland and Stravinsky. 

 

 

  Nadia Boulanger in 1925 
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Raymond Thornton Chandler (July 23, 1888 – March 26, 1959) was a British-

American novelist and screenwriter. In 1932, at age forty-four, Raymond Chandler 

decided to become a detective fiction writer after losing his job as an oil company 

executive during the Depression. His first short story, "Blackmailers Don't Shoot", was 

published in 1933 in Black Mask, a popular pulp magazine. His first novel, The Big 

Sleep, was published in 1939. In addition to his short stories, Chandler published seven 

full novels during his lifetime (an eighth in progress at his death was completed by 

Robert B. Parker). All but Playback have been made into motion pictures, some several 

times. In the year before he died, he was elected president of the Mystery Writers of 

America. He died on March 26, 1959, in La Jolla, California. 

Chandler had an immense stylistic influence on American popular literature, and is 

considered by many to be a founder, along with Dashiell Hammett, James M. Cain and 

other Black Mask writers, of the hard-boiled school of detective fiction. His protagonist, 

Philip Marlowe, along with Hammett's Sam Spade, is considered by some to be 

synonymous with "private detective," both having been played on screen by Humphrey 

Bogart, whom many considered to be the quintessential Marlowe. 

Some of Chandler's novels are considered important literary works, and three are often 

considered masterpieces: Farewell, My Lovely (1940), The Little Sister (1949), and The 

Long Goodbye (1953). The Long Goodbye is praised within an anthology of American 

crime stories as "arguably the first book since Hammett's The Glass Key, published 

more than twenty years earlier, to qualify as a serious and significant mainstream novel 

that just happened to possess elements of mystery". 
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Giorgio Morandi (July 20, 1890 – June 18, 1964) was an Italian painter and printmaker 

who specialized in still life. His paintings are noted for their tonal subtlety in depicting 

apparently simple subjects, which were limited mainly to vases, bottles, bowls, flowers 

and landscapes. 

 

  Natura morta, oil on canvas, 1956 
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Dame Cicely Isabel Fairfield DBE (21 December 1892 – 15 March 1983), known as 

Rebecca West, or Dame Rebecca West, was a British author, journalist, literary critic 

and travel writer. A prolific, protean author, who wrote in many genres, West was 

committed to feminist and liberal principles and was widely considered to be among the 

important public intellectuals of the 20th century. She reviewed books for The Times, 

the New York Herald Tribune, the Sunday Telegraph, and the New Republic, and she 

was a correspondent for The Bookman. Her major works include Black Lamb and Grey 

Falcon (1941), on the history and culture of Yugoslavia; A Train of Powder (1955), her 

coverage of the Nuremberg trials, published originally in The New Yorker; The Meaning 

of Treason, later The New Meaning of Treason, a study of the trial of the British Fascist 

William Joyce and others; The Return of the Soldier, a modernist World War I novel; 

and the "Aubrey trilogy" of autobiographical novels, The Fountain Overflows, This Real 

Night, and Cousin Rosamund. Time called her "indisputably the world's number one 

woman writer" in 1947. She was made CBE in 1949, and DBE in 1959, in recognition 

of her outstanding contributions to British letters. 

 

 

  Portrait of Rebecca West by Madame Yevonde 
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Aldous Leonard Huxley (26 July 1894 – 22 November 1963) was an English writer 

and a prominent member of the Huxley family. Best known for his novels including 

Brave New World, set in a dystopian London, The Doors of Perception, which recalls 

experiences when taking a psychedelic drug, and a wide-ranging output of essays, 

Huxley also edited the magazine Oxford Poetry, and published short stories, poetry, 

travel writing, film stories and scripts. He spent the later part of his life in the United 

States, living in Los Angeles from 1937 until his death. 

Huxley was a humanist, pacifist, and satirist. He became deeply concerned that human 

beings might become subjugated through the sophisticated use of the mass media or 

mood-altering drugs, or tragically impacted by misunderstanding or the misapplication 

of increasingly sophisticated technology. 

Huxley later became interested in spiritual subjects such as parapsychology and 

philosophical mysticism, in particular, Universalism. He is also well known for his use 

of psychedelic drugs. By the end of his life Huxley was widely acknowledged as one of 

the pre-eminent intellectuals of his time.  

 

 

  Aldous Huxley 
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Henry Spencer Moore OM CH FBA RBS (30 July 1898 – 31 August 1986) was an 

English sculptor and artist. He was best known for his semi-abstract monumental bronze 

sculptures which are located around the world as public works of art. 

His forms are usually abstractions of the human figure, typically depicting mother-and-

child or reclining figures. Moore's works are usually suggestive of the female body, 

apart from a phase in the 1950s when he sculpted family groups. His forms are 

generally pierced or contain hollow spaces. Many interpreters liken the undulating form 

of his reclining figures to the landscape and hills of his birthplace, Yorkshire. 

Moore was born in Castleford, the son of a coal miner. He became well-known through 

his carved marble and larger-scale abstract cast bronze sculptures, and was instrumental 

in introducing a particular form of modernism to the United Kingdom. His ability in 

later life to fulfill large-scale commissions made him exceptionally wealthy. Yet he 

lived frugally and most of the money he earned went towards endowing the Henry 

Moore Foundation, which continues to support education and promotion of the arts. 

 

  Henry Moore in 1975 
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Vladimir Vladimirovich Nabokov (also known by the pen name Vladimir Sirin; 22 

April [O.S. 10 April] 1899
c
 – 2 July 1977) was a Russian-American novelist. Nabokov's 

first nine novels were in Russian. He then rose to international prominence as a writer 

of English prose. He also made serious contributions as a lepidopterist and chess 

composer. 

Nabokov's Lolita (1955) is his most famous novel, and often considered his finest work 

in English. It exhibits the love of intricate word play and synesthetic detail that 

characterised all his works. The novel was ranked fourth in the list of the Modern 

Library 100 Best Novels; Pale Fire (1962) was ranked at 53rd on the same list, and his 

memoir, Speak, Memory, was listed eighth on the Modern Library nonfiction list. He 

was a finalist for the National Book Award for Fiction seven times, but never won it. 

 

  Nabokov in 1969 

 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Style_and_New_Style_dates
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vladimir_Nabokov#fn_c
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lepidopterist
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chess_composer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chess_composer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lolita
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Synesthesia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modern_Library_100_Best_Novels
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modern_Library_100_Best_Novels
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pale_Fire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Speak,_Memory
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Book_Award_for_Fiction


WHAT IS A WORK OF ART?  Gelonch-Viladegut Collection Page 43 
 

Louise Nevelson (September 23, 1899 – April 17, 1988) was an American sculptor 

known for her monumental, monochromatic, wooden wall pieces and outdoor 

sculptures. Born in Czarist Russia, she immigrated with her family to the United States 

in the early 20th century. Nevelson learned English at school, as she spoke Yiddish at 

home. By the early 1930s she was attending art classes at the Art Students League of 

New York, and in 1941 she had her first solo exhibition. A student of Hans Hofmann 

and Chaim Gross, Nevelson experimented with early conceptual art using found objects, 

and dabbled in painting and printing before dedicating her lifework to sculpture. 

Usually created out of wood, her sculptures appear puzzle-like, with multiple intricately 

cut pieces placed into wall sculptures or independently standing pieces, often 3-D. A 

unique feature of her work is that her figures are often painted in monochromatic black 

or white. A figure in the international art scene, Nevelson was showcased at the 31st 

Venice Biennale. Her work is seen in major collections in museums and corporations. 

Louise Nevelson remains one of the most important figures in 20th-century American 

sculpture. 

 

 Louise Nevelson and her granddaughter Neith, c.  

     1965 
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Simone Weil (3 February 1909 – 24 August 1943) was a French philosopher, Christian 

mystic and political activist. 

Weil's life was marked by an exceptional compassion for the suffering of others; at the 

age of six, for instance, she refused to eat sugar after she heard that soldiers fighting in 

World War I had to go without. She died from tuberculosis during World War II, 

possibly exacerbated by malnutrition after refusing to eat more than the minimal rations 

that she believed were available to soldiers at the time. 

After her graduation from formal education, Weil became a teacher. She taught 

intermittently throughout the 1930s, taking several breaks due to poor health and to 

devote herself to political activism, work that would see her assisting in the trade union 

movement, taking the side of the Anarchists in the Spanish Civil War known as the 

Durruti Column, and spending more than a year working as a laborer, mostly in auto 

factories, so she could better understand the working class. 

Taking a path that was unusual among twentieth-century left-leaning intellectuals, she 

became more religious and inclined towards mysticism as her life progressed. Weil 

wrote throughout her life, though most of her writings did not attract much attention 

until after her death. In the 1950s and 1960s, her work became famous on continental 

Europe and throughout the English-speaking world. Her fame began to decline in the 

late 1960s and she is now rarely taught at universities. Yet her thought has continued to 

be the subject of extensive scholarship across a wide range of fields. A meta study from 

the University of Calgary found that between 1995 and 2012 over 2,500 new scholarly 

works had been published about her. Although sometimes described as odd, humorless, 

and irritating, she inspired great affection in many of those who knew her. Albert 

Camus described her as "the only great spirit of our times". 

 

 

  Simone Weil in 1921 
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Eugène Ionesco (born Eugen Ionescu, 26 November 1909 – 28 March 1994) was a 

Romanian playwright who wrote mostly in French, and one of the foremost figures of 

the French Avant-garde theatre. Beyond ridiculing the most banal situations, Ionesco's 

plays depict the solitude and insignificance of human existence in a tangible way. 

 

 

  Ionesco in 1993 
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Rollo Reece May (April 21, 1909 – October 22, 1994) was an American existential 

psychologist and author of the influential book Love and Will (1969). He is often 

associated with humanistic psychology, existentialist philosophy and, alongside Viktor 

Frankl, was a major proponent of existential psychotherapy. The philosopher and 

theologian Paul Tillich was a close friend who had a significant influence on his work.  

As well as Love and Will, May's works also include The Meaning of Anxiety (1950, 

revised 1977) and, titled in honor of Tillich's The Courage to Be, The Courage to 

Create (1975). 
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Paul Jackson Pollock (January 28, 1912 – August 11, 1956), known as Jackson 

Pollock, was an influential American painter and a major figure in the abstract 

expressionist movement. He was well known for his unique style of drip painting. 

During his lifetime, Pollock enjoyed considerable fame and notoriety, a major artist of 

his generation. Regarded as reclusive, he had a volatile personality, and struggled with 

alcoholism for most of his life. In 1945, he married the artist Lee Krasner, who became 

an important influence on his career and on his legacy.  

Pollock died at the age of 44 in an alcohol-related, single-car accident; he was driving. 

In December 1956, several months after his death, Pollock was given a memorial 

retrospective exhibition at the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA) in New York City. A 

larger, more comprehensive exhibition of his work was held there in 1967. In 1998 and 

1999, his work was honored with large-scale retrospective exhibitions at MoMA and at 

The Tate in London.  

In 2000, Jackson Pollock was the subject of an Academy Award-winning film Pollock 

directed by and starring Ed Harris. 

 

 

    Photographer Hans Namuth extensively documented  
      Pollock's unique painting techniques. 
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Albert Camus (7 November 1913 – 4 January 1960) was a French-Algerian Nobel 

Prize winning author, journalist, and philosopher. His views contributed to the rise of 

the philosophy known as absurdism. He wrote in his essay "The Rebel" that his whole 

life was devoted to opposing the philosophy of nihilism while still delving deeply into 

individual and sexual freedom. 

Camus did not consider himself to be an existentialist despite usually being classified as 

one (even during his own lifetime). In an interview in 1945, Camus rejected any 

ideological associations: "No, I am not an existentialist. Sartre and I are always 

surprised to see our names linked..."  

Camus was born in French Algeria to a Pied-Noir family. He studied at the University 

of Algiers, where he was goalkeeper for the university association football team, until 

he contracted tuberculosis in 1930. In 1949, Camus founded the Group for International 

Liaisons within the Revolutionary Union Movement after his split with Garry Davis's 

Citizens of the World movement. The formation of this group, according to Camus, was 

intended to "denounce two ideologies found in both the USSR and the USA" regarding 

their idolatry of technology.  

Camus was awarded the 1957 Nobel Prize for Literature "for his important literary 

production, which with clear-sighted earnestness illuminates the problems of the human 

conscience in our times". 
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Peter Wilson, CBE, was an English auctioneer and chairman of Sotheby's.  

Wilson father was Sir Matthew Wilson of Eshton Hall, Gargrave, Yorkshire, England. 

He was educated at Eton College and at New College Oxford. He worked for British 

Intelligence during World War II, in London and Washington DC.  

He appeared as a "castaway" on the BBC Radio program Desert Island Discs on 26 

September 1966.  

He was made a Commander of the Order of the British Empire in 1970, and was made 

honorary life president of Sotheby's in 1980, when he stood down as chairman.  

He died in Paris in 1984, after being in a coma for a week. He was 71.  

Wilson is mentioned in the Ian Fleming story "The Property of a Lady", commissioned 

by Sotheby's for use in their annual journal, The Ivory Hammer, and which was adapted 

as the auction sequence in the film Octopussy. 
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Federico Fellini (January 20, 1920 – October 31, 1993) was an Italian film director and 

scriptwriter. Known for his distinct style that blends fantasy and baroque images with 

earthiness, he is considered one of the greatest and most influential filmmakers of the 

20th century.  

In a career spanning almost fifty years, Fellini won five Academy Awards including the 

most Oscars in history for Best Foreign Language Film. 

 A major discovery for Fellini after his Italian neorealism period (1950–1959: La Dolce 

Vita, Nights of Cabiria, etc.) was the work of Carl Jung. After meeting Jungian 

psychoanalyst Dr. Ernst Bernhard in early 1960, he read Jung's autobiography, 

Memories, Dreams, Reflections (1963). Bernhard also recommended that Fellini consult 

the I Ching and keep a record of his dreams. What Fellini formerly accepted as "his 

extrasensory perceptions" were now interpreted as psychic manifestations of the 

unconscious. Bernhard’s focus on Jungian depth psychology proved to be the single 

greatest influence on Fellini’s mature style and marked the turning point in his work 

from neorealism to filmmaking that was "primarily oneiric". As a consequence, Jung's 

seminal ideas on the anima and the animus, the role of archetypes and the collective 

unconscious directly influenced such films as 8½ (1963), Juliet of the Spirits (1965), 

Satyricon (1969), Casanova (1976), and City of Women (1980). Other key influences on 

his work include Luis Buñuel, Charlie Chaplin, Sergei Eisenstein, Buster Keaton, 

Laurel and Hardy, the Marx Brothers, and Roberto Rossellini.  
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Lucian Michael Freud, OM, CH (8 December 1922 – 20 July 2011) was a German-

born British painter. Known chiefly for his thickly impacted portrait and figure 

paintings, he was widely considered the pre-eminent British artist of his time. His works 

are noted for their psychological penetration, and for their often discomforting 

examination of the relationship between artist and model. 
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Augustine "Og" Mandino II (December 12, 1923 – September 3, 1996) was an 

American author. He wrote the bestselling book The Greatest Salesman in the World. 

His books have sold over 50 million copies and have been translated into over twenty-

five different languages. He was the president of Success Unlimited magazine until 

1976 and is an inductee of the National Speakers Association's Hall of Fame. 
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Mario Merz (1 January 1925 – 9 November 2003) was an Italian artist, and husband of 

Marisa Merz. 

Born in Milano, Merz started drawing during World War II, when he was imprisoned 

for his activities with the Giustizia e Libertà antifascist group. He experimented with a 

continuous graphic stroke–not removing his pencil point from the paper. He explored 

the relationship between nature and the subject, until he had his first exhibitions in the 

intellectually incendiary context of Turin in the 1950s, a cultural climate fed by such 

writers as Cesare Pavese, Elio Vittorini, and Ezra Pound. 

 

He met Marisa Merz during his studies in Turin in the 1950s. They were associated with 

the development of Arte Povera, and they were both influenced by each other's works. 

He died at Turin in 2003. 
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Jasper Johns, Jr. (born May 15, 1930) is an American contemporary artist who works 

primarily in painting and printmaking. 

 

Since 1960 Johns has worked closely with Universal Limited Art Editions, Inc (ULAE) 

in a variety of printmaking techniques to investigate and develop existing compositions. 

Initially, lithography suited Johns and enabled him to create print versions of iconic 

depiction of flags, maps, and targets that filled his paintings. In 1971, Johns became the 

first artist at ULAE to use the handfed offset lithographic press, resulting in Decoy — 

an image realized in printmaking before it was made in drawing or painting. However, 

apart from the Lead Reliefs series of 1969, he has concentrated his efforts on 

lithography at Gemini G.E.L. In 1976, Johns partnered with writer Samuel Beckett to 

create Foirades/Fizzles; the book includes 33 etchings, which revisit an earlier work by 

Johns and five text fragments by Beckett. He has also worked with Atelier 

Crommelynck in Paris, in association with Petersburg Press of London and New York; 

and Simca Print Artists in New York. In 2000, Johns produced a limited-edition linocut 

for the Grenfell Press.  

 

In 1973, Johns produced a print called Cup 2 Picasso, for XXe siècle, a French 

publication. For the May 2014 issue of Art in America, he created a black-and-white 

lithograph depicting many of his signature motifs, including numbers, a map of the 

United States and sign language. 

 

 

  Three Flags, 1958, Whitney Museum of American  

     Art 

 

  Jasper Johns, Map, 1961. Museum of Modern Art 

      New York City. Flags, maps, targets, stenciled  

      words and numbers were themes used by  

      Johns in the 1960s. 
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Susan Sontag (January 16, 1933 – December 28, 2004) was an American writer and 

filmmaker, teacher and political activist, publishing her first major work, the essay 

"Notes on 'Camp'", in 1964. Her best known works include On Photography, Against 

Interpretation, Styles of Radical Will, The Way We Live Now, Illness as Metaphor, 

Regarding the Pain of Others, The Volcano Lover and In America. 

 

Sontag was active in writing and speaking about, or travelling to, areas of conflict, 

including during the Vietnam War and the Siege of Sarajevo. She wrote extensively 

about photography, culture and media, AIDS and illness, human rights, and communism 

and leftist ideology. Her essays and speeches sometimes drew criticism. The New York 

Review of Books called her "one of the most influential critics of her generation." 

 

 

   Sontag at the Miami Book Fair International, 1994 
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Václav Havel (5 October 1936 – 18 December 2011) was a Czech playwright, essayist, 

poet, philosopher, dissident and statesman. He was the first democratically elected 

president of Czechoslovakia (1989-1993) and the first president of the Czech Republic 

(1993-2003) after the Czech-Slovak split. Within Czech literature he is known for his 

plays, essays, and memoirs. 

 

His educational opportunities limited by his bourgeois background, Havel first rose to 

prominence within the Prague theater world as a playwright. Havel used the absurdist 

style in works such as The Garden Party and The Memorandum to critique communism. 

After participating in Prague Spring and being blacklisted after the invasion of 

Czechoslovakia, he became more politically active and helped found several dissident 

initiatives such as Charter 77 and the Committee for the Defense of the Unjustly 

Prosecuted. His political activities brought him under the surveillance of the secret 

police and he spent multiple stints in prison; the longest, for nearly four years, between 

1979 and 1983. 

 

Havel's Civic Forum party played a major role in the Velvet Revolution that toppled 

communism in Czechoslovakia in 1989. He assumed the presidency shortly thereafter, 

and was reelected in a landslide the following year and after Slovak independence in 

1993. Havel was instrumental in dismantling the Warsaw Pact and expanding NATO 

membership eastward. Many of his stances and policies, such as his opposition to 

Slovak independence, condemnation of the Czechoslovak treatment of Sudeten 

Germans after World War II, and granting of general amnesty to those entire imprisoned 

under communism, were very controversial domestically. As such, he continually 

enjoyed greater popularity abroad than at home. Havel continued his life as a public 

intellectual after his presidency, launching several initiatives including the Prague 

Declaration on European Conscience and Communism, the VIZE 97 Foundation, and 

the Forum 2000 annual conference. 

 

Havel's political philosophy was one of anti-consumerism, humanitarianism, 

environmentalism, civil activism, and direct democracy. He supported the Czech Green 

Party from 2004 until his death. He received numerous accolades during his lifetime 

including the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the Gandhi Peace Prize, the Philadelphia 

Liberty Medal, the Order of Canada, the Four Freedoms Award, the Ambassador of 

Conscience Award and the Hanno R. Ellenbogen Citizenship Award. The 2012–2013 

academic year at the College of Europe was named in his honor. He is considered, by 

some, one of the most important intellectuals of the 20th century.  
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Frank Vincent Zappa (December 21, 1940 – December 4, 1993) was an American 

musician, bandleader, songwriter, composer, recording engineer, record producer, and 

film director. In a career spanning more than 30 years, Zappa composed rock, jazz, 

orchestral and musique concrète works. He also directed feature-length films and music 

videos, and designed album covers. Zappa produced almost all of the more than 

60 albums he released with the band The Mothers of Invention and as a solo artist. 

While in his teens, he acquired a taste for 20th-century classical composers such as 

Edgard Varèse, Igor Stravinsky, and Anton Webern, along with 1950s rhythm and blues 

music. He began writing classical music in high school, while at the same time playing 

drums in rhythm and blues bands; he later switched to electric guitar. 

Zappa was a self-taught composer and performer, and his diverse musical influences led 

him to create music that was often difficult to categorize. His 1966 debut album with 

the Mothers of Invention, Freak Out!, combined songs in conventional rock and roll 

format with collective improvisations and studio-generated sound collages. His later 

albums shared this eclectic and experimental approach, irrespective of whether the 

fundamental format was rock, jazz or classical. His lyrics—often humorously—

reflected his iconoclastic view of established social and political processes, structures 

and movements. He was a strident critic of mainstream education and organized 

religion, and a forthright and passionate advocate for freedom of speech, self-education, 

political participation and the abolition of censorship. 

He was a highly productive and prolific artist and gained widespread critical acclaim. 

He had some commercial success, particularly in Europe, and worked as an independent 

artist for most of his career. He also remains a major influence on musicians and 

composers. Zappa was posthumously inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 

1995 and received the Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award in 1997. Zappa was 

married to Kathryn J. "Kay" Sherman from 1960 to 1964. In 1967, he married Adelaide 

Gail Sloatman, with who he remained until his death from prostate cancer in 1993. They 

had four children: Moon, Dweezil, Ahmet and Diva. In 2004, Rolling Stone magazine 

ranked him at No. 71 on its list of the "100 Greatest Artists of All Time", and in 2011 at 

No. 22 on its list of the "100 Greatest Guitarists of All Time". 

 

  Zappa performing in Ekeberghallen, Oslo, on January 16, 
     1977 
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Steven Pressfield (September 1943— ) is an American author, of historical fiction and 

non-fiction, and screenplays. 

He was born in Port of Spain, Trinidad, in 1943, while his father was stationed there, in 

the Navy. He graduated from Duke University in 1965 and in 1966 joined the Marine 

Corps. In the years following, he worked as an advertising copywriter, schoolteacher, 

tractor-trailer driver, bartender, oilfield roustabout, attendant in a mental hospital, fruit-

picker in Washington state, and screenwriter. His struggles to make a living as an 

author, including the period when he was homeless and living out of the back of his car, 

are detailed in his book The War of Art.  

His first book, The Legend of Bagger Vance, was published in 1995, and made into a 

film of the same name, starring Will Smith, Charlize Theron, and Matt Damon, and 

directed by Robert Redford.  

His second novel, Gates of Fire, is about the Spartans and the battle at Thermopylae. It 

is taught at U.S. Military Academyand United States Naval Academy, and at the Marine 

Corps Basic School at Quantico.  

In 2012, he launched the publishing house Black Irish Books with his agent Shawn 

Coyne.  

 

  Steven Pressfield in 2011 
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Blue Balliett was born in 1955 in New York. On her birth certificate it says 

Elizabeth.Blue is an American author, best known for her award-winning novel for 

children, Chasing Vermeer. 

Chasing Vermeer, released by Scholastic Press in 2004, is her best-known and most 

highly praised book. Illustrated by Brett Helquist, it concerns the fictitious theft of a 

painting by 17th-century Dutch artist Johannes Vermeer. The book was a bestseller and 

won a number of accolades and awards, including the 2005 Edgar Award in the Best 

Juvenile category.  

A sequel, The Wright 3, was released in April, 2006, and a third, The Calder Game, was 

published two years later, in April 2008. The Danger Box was published in August 

2010. Her latest book, "Hold Fast" was published in 2013. Balliett has also published 

two books of Nantucket ghost stories. 

Before releasing Chasing Vermeer, she taught third grade at the University of Chicago 

Laboratory Schools. During her tenure, she coordinated with NASA astronaut and 

University of Chicago alumnus John Grunsfeld (S.M., ’84, Ph.D., ’88) to send her 

pupil's literature and creative artwork into space during a routine Hubble space 

telescope mission on the Columbia space shuttle.  
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Keith Allen Haring (May 4, 1958 – February 16, 1990) was an American artist and 

social activist whose work responded to the New York City street culture of the 1980s 

by expressing concepts of birth, death, sexuality, and war. Haring's work was often 

heavily political and his imagery has become a widely recognized visual language of the 

20th century. 

 

 

  Tuttomondo, Pisa (Italy) 
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Jeanette Winterson, OBE (born 27 August 1959) is a British writer, broadcaster and 

activist. 

Her first novel, Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit, won the 1985 Whitbread Prize for a 

First Novel, and was adapted for television by Winterson in 1990. This in turn won the 

BAFTA Award for Best Drama. She won the 1987 John Llewellyn Rhys Prize for The 

Passion, a novel set in Napoleonic Europe. 

Winterson's subsequent novels explore the boundaries of physicality and the 

imagination, gender polarities, and sexual identities, and have won several literary 

awards. Her stage adaptation of The PowerBook in 2002 opened at the Royal National 

Theatre, London. Her 2012 novella, The Daylight Gate, based on the 1612 Pendle 

Witch Trials, was published on the 400th anniversary of the trials. The novella's main 

character, Alice Nutter, is based on the real-life woman of the same name. The 

Guardian's Sarah Hall describes the work: 

"the narrative voice is irrefutable; this is old-fashioned storytelling, with a sermonic 

tone that commands and terrifies. It's also like courtroom reportage, sworn witness 

testimony. The sentences are short, truthful – and dreadful...Absolutism is Winterson's 

forte, and it's the perfect mode to verify supernatural events when they occur. You're not 

asked to believe in magic. Magic exists. A severed head talks. A man is transmogrified 

into a hare. The story is stretched as tight as a rack, so the reader's disbelief is ruptured 

rather than suspended. And if doubt remains, the text's sensuality persuades"  

In 2012, she succeeded Colm Tóibín as professor of creative writing at the University of 

Manchester.  

 

  Jeanette Winterson in 2005 
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Jasper Fforde (born 11 January 1961) is a British novelist. Fforde's first novel, The 

Eyre Affair, was published in 2001. Fforde is mainly known for his Thursday Next 

novels, although he has written several books in the loosely connected Nursery Crime 

series and has begun two more independent series, The Last Dragonslayer and Shades 

of Grey. 

His published books include a series of novels starring the literary detective Thursday 

Next: The Eyre Affair, Lost in a Good Book, The Well of Lost Plots, Something Rotten, 

First Among Sequels, One of our Thursdays Is Missing and The Woman Who Died a 

Lot. The Eyre Affair had received 76 publisher rejections before its eventual acceptance 

for publication. Fforde won the Wodehouse prize for comic fiction in 2004 for The Well 

of Lost Plots.  

The Big Over Easy (2005), set in the same alternative universe as the Next novels, is a 

reworking of his first written novel, which initially failed to find a publisher. Its original 

title was Who Killed Humpty Dumpty?, and later had the working title of Nursery 

Crime, which is the title now used to refer to this series of books. These books describe 

the investigations of DCI Jack Spratt. The follow-up to The Big Over Easy, The Fourth 

Bear, was published in July 2006 and focuses on Goldilocks and the Three Bears. 

Fforde's books are noted for their profusion of literary allusions and wordplay, tightly 

scripted plots, and playfulness with the conventions of traditional genres. His works 

usually contain elements of metafiction, parody, and fantasy. None of his books has a 

chapter 13 except in the table of contents where there is a title of the chapter and a page 

number. In many of the books the page number is, in fact, the page right before the first 

page of chapter 14. However, in some the page number is just a page somewhere in 

chapter 12. 

Shades of Grey, the first novel in a new series, was published December 2009 in the 

United States and January 2010 in the United Kingdom. The sixth Thursday Next novel 

One of our Thursdays is Missing was published in February 2011.  

  Fforde at the 2012 Texas Book Festival 
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Michelle LaVaughn Robinson Obama (born January 17, 1964), an American lawyer 

and writer, is the wife of the 44th and current President of the United States, Barack 

Obama, and the first African-American First Lady of the United States. Raised on the 

South Side of Chicago, she is a graduate of Princeton University and Harvard Law 

School, and spent the early part of her legal career working at the law firm Sidley 

Austin, where she met her future husband. Subsequently, she worked as part of the staff 

of Chicago mayor Richard M. Daley, and for the University of Chicago Medical Center. 

Throughout 2007 and 2008, she helped campaign for her husband's presidential bid. She 

delivered a keynote address at the 2008 Democratic National Convention and also 

spoke at the 2012 Democratic National Convention. She is the mother of daughters 

Malia and Natasha (Sasha). As the wife of a Senator, and later the First Lady, she has 

become a fashion icon and role model for women, and an advocate for poverty 

awareness, nutrition, and healthy eating. 

 

 

  Michelle Obama, official portrait 2013 
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Joseph Hill "Joss" Whedon (born June 23, 1964) is an American screenwriter, film 

and television director, film and television producer, comic book author, composer and 

actor. He is the founder of Mutant Enemy Productions and co-founder of Bellwether 

Pictures, and is best known as the creator of the television series Buffy the Vampire 

Slayer (1997–2003), Angel (1999–2004), Firefly (2002), Dollhouse (2009–10) and 

Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. (2013–present). Whedon co-wrote Toy Story (1995), wrote and 

directed Serenity (2005), co-wrote and produced The Cabin in the Woods (2012), and 

wrote and directed The Avengers (2012), the third highest-grossing film of all time. 

Whedon is notable for his signature dialogue, which features dry self-referential humor 

and heavy emphasis on subtext. His work is permeated with themes of feminism, anti-

authoritarianism, existentialism, self-sacrifice, and often uses misogyny to define the 

trait of a villain, whose antitheses are usually loner heroes who start out powerless and 

then regain control from community in order to fulfill a purpose. 

His work in comic books includes Astonishing X-Men, Buffy the Vampire Slayer, Angel: 

After the Fall and Runaways. He is also known for his collaborations in online media. 

Many of Whedon's projects have cult status. 

From a family of screenwriters, he is the grandson of John Whedon, the son of Tom 

Whedon, and the half brother of Zack and Jed Whedon. In May 2013, Whedon was 

awarded an honorary Doctor of Letters from Wesleyan University. 

 

  Whedon at the 2012 San Diego Comic-Con   

     International 
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Alain de Botton, FRSL (born 20 December 1969) is a Swiss-British writer, 

philosopher, and television presenter resident in the United Kingdom. His books and 

television programmes discuss various contemporary subjects and themes, emphasizing 

philosophy's relevance to everyday life. At 23, he published Essays in Love (1993), 

which went on to sell two million copies. Other bestsellers include How Proust Can 

Change Your Life (1997), Status Anxiety (2004) and The Architecture of Happiness 

(2006). 

In August 2008, he was a founding member of a new educational establishment in 

central London called The School of Life. In May 2009, he was a founding member of a 

new architectural organization called "Living Architecture". In October of that same 

year, de Botton was appointed an Honorary Fellow of the Royal Institute of British 

Architects (RIBA), in recognition of his services to architecture. In 2011, de Botton was 

elected as a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature (FRSL). 
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